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   According to Jain scriptures the universe was never 

created, nor will it ever cease to exist. Time is divided 

into Utsarpini (Progressive Time Cycle) and 

Avsarpini(Regressive Time Cycle).  Utsarpini and  

Avsarpini together constitute one Time Cycle 

(Kalachakra). Every Utsarpini and Avsarpini is 

divided into six unequal periods known as Eras. 

During the Utsarpini half cycle, humanity develops 

from its worst to its best. During the Avasarpini half-

cycle, these notions deteriorate from the best to the 

worst. Jains believe that we are currently in the fifth 

Era of the Avasarpini phase, with approximately 

19,000 years until the next Era. After this Avsarpini 

phase, the Utsarpini phase will begin, continuing the 

infinite repetition of the Kalachakra.  
 





• According to the scriptures, 24 Tirthankaras take birth in each 

half cycle. Bhagavan Rishabha was the first in the present   

half cycle and Bhagvan Vardhman was the 24th. The names of 

the   24 Tirthankars  in the past half cycle as well as the next 

half cycle have also been mentioned in the  scriptures. The 

name of first Tirthankara of the present  half cycle  Rishabha   

has been clearly mentioned in Manusmriti as the first Jina  at 

the beginning of the Yuga. His name is also mentioned in 

Yajurveda. 

•  Names of Rishbha, Suparshva and Neminatha have been 

mentioned in Yajurveda.  

•  Arishatnemi  is also mentioned  in Rigveda. 









• The aforesaid references to Arhats and Tirthankars can only mean that 

these personalities must be pre-Vedic and the religion they preached 

was earlier than the Vedic religion.   In an ancient scripture called 

Siribhuvalaya , it has been mentioned that there are 363  different 

religions and sects , but the  chief Dharma  is Jeeva Dharma preached 

by Mahavira Bhagavan and Gautama Ganadhara beneficial to all . 









 

• Acknowledgement: Indus Seal deciphered  by Dr. Snehrani Jain 

• T. K. Tukol , Compendium of Jainism page 15 

• According to Prof. Pran Nath Vidyalankara   , seal No. 449 reads Jineswara 

or Jinesha  

• Mrs Guseva attributes Swastik symbol to Jainism. 

 

• Detailed references of both foreign and Indian scholars  about the existence of 

Jain religion before Vedic period has been given in the book “Jainism, The 

Oldest Living  Religion „written by late Dr. Jyoti Prasad Jain in the year 1951 

and republished by  P V Research Institute, Varanasi  in the year 1988.  

 

• Dr. Hermann Jacobi : In conclusion let me assert my conviction that 

Jainism is an original system, quite distinct, and independent from all 

others 



• A.A. MacDonnel:The antiquity of Jainism goes back to a period prior to the 
origin of Brahmanism itself. 

• Maj.Gen.J. G.R Forlong: There existed throughout upper India an ancient and highly 
organized religion, philospophical, ethical and severely ascetical, viz.Jainism, out of 
which clearly developed the ascetical features of Brahmanism and Buddhism. 

• Opinions of the following Indian scholars and High Court judges have also been in 
favor of the the antiquity of Jainism . 

• Lokamanya  Bal Gangadhar  Tilak  (  Jainism Anadi  ) 

• Prof. M.S. Ramaswami Ayengar 

• Sir Sanmukham Chetty 

• S. N.Gokhale 

• Justice Ranganekar 

• Chief Justice of Madras High Court Sir C. V.Kumarswami Sastriar 

• Dr. A.N.Upadhye 

• Dr. N. N. Basu 

• Dr. M. B. Niyogi 

• Prof. V. P. Vadyar     

• and so on 

 

  









• Even Sankaracharya, who did not understand Syadavada, had to 

confess that Jainism is prevailing from old time.  

• To sum up, Jainism is an independent religion with greater antiquity in 

relation to not only Buddhism, but also Vedic Brahmanism,  with 

universal appeal  and message of peace and good will to all living 

beings.  

• No wonder , Rev. J. A. Duboi said: 

• “ Yea! his (Jain‘s) religion is the true one upon the earth, the Primitive 

Faith of Mankind „ ( published by  East India Company in 1817). 

• In the words of Dr. Kalidas Nag 

• Jainism is not a religion of some particular sect or community, rather it 

is an international universal religion. The great souls of Jain 

Tirthankaras had never cared to win over the kingdoms of the 

world.They aimed to to conquer their  real self. This is the only lofty 

aim and therein lies the worth of human life.  

• J= Justice, A= Affection, I= Introspection and N= Nobility 

 

•  Jainam jayatu shasanam 

• Thank you very much  

 


