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      June 1, 2013 

Shree Shatrunjay Mahatirth – 99 Yatra in 2013 
(FINALIZED INFORMATION) 

Dear President & Chairman of Board of Trustees,  
 
 
 
 
 

The federation of Jain associations in North America is proud to announce it 
has CONFIRMED AND FINALIZED the ninety-nine yatras event, which will take 
place at Palitana in India from NOVEMBER 17, 2013 through JANUARY 16, 
2014. This is a unique opportunity to participate in this historic, once in a lifetime 
event for members of Jain Society’s all across North America.  
 
 We are sending herewith information regarding this Shree Shatrunjay 
Mahatirth 99 Yatra in 2013. Please put this information on your respective Jain 
Center notice board and inform each member of this event through the Jain Center’s 
newsletter. Announce this yatra program during next upcoming major Jain Center 
program. Also please, if possible, promote the families interested in sponsoring this 
yatra.  
 
 All information regarding the yatra is also available through the JAINA 
website. The JAINA website is www.jaina.org.  
  
 Finally, if you or respective society’s members have any questions regarding 
this historic religious pilgrimage please feel free to contact the following people 
located at the bottom of this page.  
 
Jai Jinendra and I thank you for your support in publicizing this extraordinary event.  
 
Arvind R. Shah      Sushil Jain 
Chairman, JAINA 99 Yatra Project   President, JAINA   
Ashah_1941@yahoo.com    president@jaina.org 
(248)-828-1736 (H)     (708)-208-1861 (H) 
(248)-835-7395 (C)  
 
Sharad R. Shah -   (248)-879-6981 (H)   
Praful L. Shah -     (248)-851-1978 (H)  
Arvind V. Shah -   (248)-681-5233 (H) 
Keyvan Nandu-     011-91-9819979968 (India) 
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Notes:  
 Each yatri will need to make his/her own travel arrangement to and from Palitana.  
 Registration form is included and it is available on the JAINA website-www.jaina.org 
 Room will be provided on a FIRST COME FIRST BASIS OF PAID REGISTRATION. 
 Each yatri must sign a waiver form. This waiver form is included in this brochure. 
 We have planned accommodation for 200 yatries. 

Travel Arrangement (USA) 
Jaya Travel 

Contact: Annal Tel: 1-877-359-5292 
www.jayatravel.com 

India: Contact: Bhavesh Sheth, Paras Travel, Palitana 
Reservation for Train & Car Tel: (02848) 253170, Cell: 09427 01111 

Contact Committee Members: 
Sharad R. Shah -  (248)-879-6981 (H)         Praful L. Shah -     (248)-851-1978 (H) 
Arvind V. Shah -   (248)-681-5233 (H)    Kayvan Nandu -   011-91-9819979968 (India) 

 

Additional Contact Information For Each Sangh: 

*All other Jain Centers contact Arvind R. Shah (248)-828-1736 (H) (248)-835-7395 (C) ashah_1941@yahoo.com (E-mail) 

Jain Sangh Contact Person Telephone Number Email 
 New York Madhuben Jhaveri (718)-412-9494 Madhu_patadia@yahoo.com 
New  York Mamta Shaha (516)-487-1852 mamta.shaha@gmail.com 

New Jersey Suresh Gala (732)-357-3606  sureshgala@hotmail.com 
New Jersey Rajesh Chheda (856)-768-4442 rkchheda@aol.com 
Washington Manoj Dharamsi (703)-620-9837 mdharamsi@hotmail.com 
Los Angeles Savitaben Mehta (714)-898-3156 manilalmehta@msn.com 
Los Angeles Chetna Sawla (310)-793-7004 chetnasawla@hotmail.com 

San Francisco Navin Dedhia (408)-629-1723 navindedhia@hotmail.com 
Chicago Tejas Shah (847)-306-9292 Shahta3@yahoo.com 
Chicago Arvind Shah (847)-971-3377 Arvind699@yahoo.com 
Chicago Gita H. Shah (847)-689-1520 Gitshah05@yahoo.com 

North Carolina Arvind F. Shah (919)-271-0119 Afsdiamond@yahoo.com 
Orlando Rajendra Mehta (407)-260-6459 rajkumud@hotmail.com 

Cleveland Kushal Baid (440)-357-6148 kushalbaid@sbcglobal.net 
Atlanta Deepak Shah (770)-552-2507 Deepak.kshah@gmail.com 
Atlanta Jiten Shah (770)-248-1050 neerjeet@hotmail.com 
Boston Haresh Mehta (978)-258-1666 mehtah4@yahoo.com 

Oklahoma Rita Sheth (918)-398-6024 ritashethcpa@gmail.com 
Miami Deepika Dalal (954)-431-5957 kdeepika@aol.com 

Toronto Lata Champsee (416)-441-2200 latachampsee@gmail.com 
Edmonton Jasvant Mehta (780)-435-9070 Jvmehta2000@yahoo.com 
Columbus Tansukh Salgia (740)-965-2627 jainunity@yahoo.com 
San Diego Rohak Vora (858)-676-1150 rohakvora@gmail.com 
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By Narendrabhai Nandu
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Tri Lok Darshan & Nitya Chandra Darshan, Dharmashalas 
 

  

 
 
 

Requirements (November 17th, 2013 – January 16th, 2014) 

1. Yatris are required to complete 2 daily yatra trips.  
a. Yatris can use doli two make daily yatra trips.  
b. If Yatris cannot climb the mountain then they can complete a yatra at Taleti.  

 
2. Yatris have to complete Chovihar and Navkarshi for all 60 days.  

a. Yatris will receive blessings from Archarya Bhagwant.  
 

3. Yatris will have a chance to offer items to sadhus and sadhvis.  
 

4. Yatris are required to stay a maximum of two people per room.  
 

5. Jiv Daya and other donations will be organized by the planning committee.  

Please plan accordingly so you don’t miss this wonderful and auspicious opportunity  

    By: Narendrabhai Nandu 

Entrance to Nitya Chandra Darshan Entrance to Tri Lok Darshan
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2013 JAINA 99 YATRA 
SPONSORSHIP INFORMATION 

 

Description of Sponsorship Benefits 
The Shree Shatrunjay Mahatirth 99 Yatra in 2013 will not be successful without the support of 
sponsors.   Therefore, we have created the following sponsorship categories to hopefully create the 
incentive for you to donate to a very memorable, exciting, and auspicious event. Below is a list of 
possible sponsorship categories, however, donations will be accepted in any amount.  

Maha Sanghpati - $25,001 [Five Families Can Participate] 

 Sponsors’ names will be prominently displayed in the Shree Shatrunjay Mahatirth 99 Yatra invitation 
card that will be sent to all North American Jain Centers. 

 A photo of two family members will be displayed at the entrance of Dharmashala for the duration of 
the yatra.  

 Sponsors’ names and photos will be displayed in commemorative souvenir booklet. 

 Sponsors will be the first ones to offer items to sadhus and sadhvis. 

 Sponsors will wear a sash in recognition for their generosity. 

 Sponsors will be identified to all yatris during a celebration in December. 

 Sponsors will receive a plaque will be given in appreciation for support provided for the Shree 
Shatrunjay Mahatirth 99 Yatra event.  

Corporate Sponsor - $15,001 [Any Number of Families Can Participate] 

 Sponsors will be identified to all yatris during a celebration in December. 

 Sponsors will receive a full page color advertisement in the commemorative souvenir booklet. 

 Sponsors will receive a plaque will be given recognizing the sponsor for its generosity and support of 
the event. 

 Sponsors will be able to display a 3 x 2 banner of their corporation or business in the Shree Shatrunjay 
Mahatirth 99 Yatra Temple office.  

Platinum - $11,001 [Any Number of Families Can Participate] 

 Sponsors will be recognized as a Support Sanghpati.  

 Sponsors’ names will be displayed at the upashraya hall entrance. 

 Sponsors’ names and photographs will be printed in commemorative souvenir booklet.  

 Sponsors will receive the second opportunity to offer items to sadhus and sadhvis.  

 Sponsors will receive a plaque will be given recognizing the sponsor for its generosity and support of 
the event. 

 Sponsors will be given a sash in recognition for their generosity.  

 Sponsors will be identified to all yatris during a celebration in December. 
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Gold - $7,501 [Any Number of Families Can Participate] 

 Sponsors’ names will be displayed at Shree Shatrunjay Mahatirth 99 Yatra Office for the duration of 
the auspicious event.  

 Sponsors’ names and photos will be printed in commemorative souvenir book. 

 Sponsors will receive a plaque will be given recognizing the sponsor for its generosity and support of 
the event. 

 Sponsors will receive the third opportunity to offer items to sadhus and sadhvis. 

 Sponsors will be given a sash in recognition for their generosity.        

 Sponsors will be identified to all yatris during a celebration in December. 

Silver - $ 5,001 [Any Number of Families Can Participate] 

 Sponsors’ names will be displayed at Shree Shatrunjay Mahatirth 99 Yatra Office for the duration of 
the auspicious event.  

 Sponsors’ names and photos will be printed in commemorative souvenir book. 

 Sponsors will receive the fourth opportunity to offer items to sadhus and sadhvis. 

 Sponsors will receive a plaque will be given recognizing the sponsor for its generosity and support of 
the event. 

 Sponsors will be given a sash in recognition for their generosity.        

 Sponsors will be identified to all yatris during a celebration in December. 
Bronze - $2,501 [Any Number of Families Can Participate] 

 Sponsors’ names will be displayed at Shree Shatrunjay Mahatirth 99 Yatra Office for the duration of 
the auspicious event.  

 Sponsors’ names and photos will be printed in commemorative souvenir book. 

 Sponsors will receive the fifth opportunity to offer items to sadhus and sadhvis. 

 Sponsors will be given a sash in recognition for their generosity.        

 Sponsors will be identified to all yatris during a celebration in December. 
Daily Sponsorship- $1,001 [Any Number of Families Can Participate]Sponsors’ names will be displayed 
on the notice board of the Shree Shatrunjay Mahatirth 99 Yatra Office. 

 Sponsors’ names will be printed in commemorative souvenir book. 

 Sponsors will receive recognition will be given daily during bhavna. 
If you would like to be a sponsor for this auspicious event, please do not hesitate to contact Arvind R. Shah.  

Contact:   Arvind R. Shah (Detroit)  
Phone: (248)-828-1736 (H)  (248)- 835-7395 (C) 
Email:  ashah_1941@yahoo.com 
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Dear Yatris,  

Thank you for showing interest in this once in a lifetime event.  This Shatrunjay Mahatirth 99 Yatra will begin on November 
17th, 2013 and finishes on January 16th, 2014. Along with this spectacular event we would also like to announce that there 
will be Mala Ropan celebration. The dates for this Mala Ropan Celebration are December 28th and 29th. Also, within this letter 
you will find some very important information regarding this Yatra event and also you will find some rules and regulations that 
you will be expected to follow.  

1. Please fill out your registration form and waiver & release of liability form with your check of $1,400.00 
per person. Make the check payable to: JAINA YATRA 2013-USA. Please mail this to the following address:  

  Arvind R. Shah  

  6738 Woodcrest Dr.  

  Troy, MI 48098 

2. Yatris must provide three passport photos with your name and address on the back for security purposes. 

3.  Update your passport or visa well ahead of time of the actual 99 Yatra event.  

4.  While performing the 99 Yatra make sure you have your photo identification with you at all times. 
(Passport or O.C.I) 

5. Please arrive to Palitana one day before the start of Yatra.  Also please ensure your travel plans are fixed 
well in advance of this event.  

6.  Visit your doctor and make sure you are healthy enough to perform this event. Also if there are any 
medical  vaccinations that need to be performed make sure they are done well in advance of the 99 Yatra 
event. 

7.  Also included with this informational packet there is a list of items that will be needed for this trip. Make 
sure you bring those items with as they will not be provided for you.   

8.  The items that you should not include are your passport, domestic or international air tickets, travelers 
check, money, luggage keys, and prescription medicine required while traveling. 

9.  Make sure your name and address is on all of your pieces of luggage. 

10.  Make copies of your valuable and important documents.  Also keep these copies at your home.  

11.       JAINA or 99 Yatra committee will not be held responsible for your jewelry, cash, passport,   
cameras,laptops phone etc.    

12.             It will be your responsibility to convert foreign currency to Indian rupees s for your use. 

13.  All Yatris must follow the dharmashala rules and regulations that will be discussed on the first day of the  
Yatra event.  
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Palitana is a sacred city of Jains and is located about 215 km from Ahmedabad and 51 km 
southwest of Bhavnagar. It was the capital of a small princely state founded by Shahji, a Gohel Rajput 
who belonged to the same clan as the Maharaja of Bhavnagar. Palitana is situated at an altitude of 
182 meters and covers an area of 13 square km. Palitana is one of Jainism’s holiest pilgrimage sites 
and a gateway to the Shatrunjay Hill. The Shatrunjay Hill is located at a height of 591 metres. The 
Shatrunjay Temple is the most sacred temple of the Jains and one of the largest of its kind in India. 
One has to climb up the hill for about 4 kms (600 meters) on a stepped path to Shatrunjay (place of 
victory over worldliness). There are about 863 white marble Jain temples, built over 900 years on the 
hilltop, each with its own enclosure. 

 

 

 

By Air: 
The nearest airport is located at Bhavnagar, about 56 kms from Palitana and has daily flights with 
Mumbai. 
 
By Rail: 
Palitana is on the meter gauge of the Western Railway and has a connection only with Bhavnagar. The 
nearest railway station connected with all parts of India is Ahmedabad. 
 
By Road: 
Palitana is connected by good motorable roads with Bhavnagar, Junagadh, Ahmedabad, Porbandar, 
Dwaraka, Gandhidham, Mumbai and Delhi. 
 
*DUE TO THE HEAVY TOURISM IN PALITANA DURING THIS TIME WE REQUEST ALL YATRIS TO 
RESERVE THEIR TRAVEL PLANS WELL IN ADVANCE. THANK YOU!  



11

 

Finalized Dates: November 17, 2013 – January 16, 2014 

Shree Shatrunjay Mahatirth 99 Yatra 2013 

Registration Deadline: September 30th, 2013 

Registration Form 
 (We can only accommodate a MAXIMUM of 200 people.) 

Please mail completed form with a check for $1400 per yatri (Made payable to: JAINA 99 Yatra 2013 USA) to  

Arvind R. Shah, 6738 Woodcrest Drive, Troy, MI 48098 

To provide proper accomodations and arrangements JAINA has to provide a substantial deposit to the facilities in 
Palitana. Therefore, we need your payment, in advance of the actual travel date.  

Yatri’s Name       Age  Interested in Sponsorship:  

1. __________________________________________  ______  (Please Circle Category) 
2. __________________________________________  ______  Mahasanghpati -  $25,001 
3. __________________________________________  ______  Corporate Sponsor-  $15,001 

Address:                   __________________________________________   Platinum -   $11,001 

                     __________________________________________   Gold-    $7,501 

         __________________________________________   Silver-    $5,001 
               
         __________________________________________   Bronze-  $2,501  

                     __________________________________________   Daily-   $1,001 

Phone (Home):        __________________________________________   Name of Sponsor: 

      Cell:       __________________________________________    _________________________ 

   Work:       __________________________________________   TRAVEL ARRANGEMENT 

Emergency Contact Name & # (India):  _________________________________  Attn:  ANNAL  

Emergency Contact Name & U.S.A.): __________________________________  Contact Jaya Travel & Tours 

E-mail Address: ______________________________________________  24701 Swanson  

Total # of Yatris ______   X 1400 = $ _________   Sponsorship  $___________  Southfield, MI 48033 

A check for $______ is attached with this form.       Tel No. 1-877-359-5292 

______________________________________________________   www.jayatravel.com 

Signature   Date 
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      June 1, 2013 

WAIVER & RELEASE OF LIABILITY  
Dear Yatris,  
 
In consideration of being allowed to attend the Shree Shatrunjay Mahatirth- 99 Yatra 
in 2013 related events, activities, and programs, I acknowledge and agree that:  
 

1. I, and the participants I am registering, will refrain from indiscreet, 
inappropriate, or destructive behavior which would detract from the positive 
image of Shree Shatrunjay Mahatirth- 99 Yatra in 2013. I understand that 
failure to comply may result in exclusion from further participation in the 
event; and/or disciplinary actions as determined by the 99 Yatra 2013 Project 
Committee.  

2. I accept full responsibility for the actions of all participants I am registering 
for the Shree Shatrunjay Mahatirth-99 Yatra event in 2013 related events, 
activities, and programs.  

I, for myself, all participants I am registering, and on behalf of my and their families, 
heirs and assigns, do hereby covenant not to sue the JAINA & Shree Shatrunjay 
Mahatirth 99 Yatra Project Committee, and do hereby waive any claim against the 99 
Yatra Project Committee, and release and discharge 99 Yatra Project Committee, its 
officers, agents, volunteers, employees, and sponsors from any and all liability for 
any and all claims, demands, losses or damages on account of any discipline imposed 
for failure to comply with the Guidelines, and on account of any injury, including 
death and damage to property, whether caused by negligence or otherwise. I also give 
my authority and permission to the 99 Yatra Project Committee for taking any and all 
actions, which it seems necessary in the event of injury and/or damage to persons or 
property in my accomplishment. I permit the 99 Yatra Committee to use any of the 
information pertaining to my attendance, and the attendance of all participants I am 
registering, for its use, publication, and desire.  I acknowledge that the 99 Yatra 
Project Committee or the Dharmashala does not maintain insurance covering my 
person, property, or liability, or the person, property or liability of participants I am 
registering, in regards to the 99 Yatra event. It is my sole responsibility to obtain any 
and all insurance covering losses incurred by me and participants I am registering 
while present at the Shree Shatrunjay Mahatirth-99 Yatra in 2013.  
 
I have read and fully understood the terms of this liability release.  
 
Participants Signature & Date Signed: 
__________________________________________ 
 
Participants Name (Print):   
__________________________________________ 
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SHATRUNJAY 99 YATRA 2013 EVENT:  
NECESSARY ITEMS 

 
SHATRUNJAY BOOK 

PANCH PRATIKRAMAN BOOK 
9 -21-108 KHAMASANA BOOK 
SUDHARUS STAVAN BOOK 

PUJA RUMAL 
CHARAVALO 
KATASANU 

STHAPANAJI 
SAPADO –NAVKARVALI 

MINIMUM FIVE PUJA CLOTHES 
BATVO (WITH FIVE COMPARTMENT) 

SMALL POUCH 
SAMAYIK CLOTHES 

NOTEBOOK OR PAPER 
PENCILS OR  PENS 

SCOTCH TAPE 
ENVELOPES 

NAVKAR COUNTER 
READING GLASSES 

TROUSERS AND TOPS 
PANTS, SHIRTS AND THERMAL 

SARI- CHUDIDAR 
PAJAMAS 

UNDER GARMENTS 
2 SWEATERs (2) 

2 SHAWLS 
LIGHT JACKET WITH HOOD 

SCARF, CAP, AND HATS 
2 LIGHT TOWELS 

4 – 6 NAPKINS FOR DISH/ HANDWASH 
BED SHEETS AND PILLOW COVER (2) 

SMALL BAGS WITH ZIPPER (4) 
HANDKERCHIEF 

COLORED GLOVES AND SOCKS 
PASSPORT SIZE PHOTO (3) 

SHOULDER BAG 
CANVAS SHOES 

SLIPPERS OR CHAMPALS 
PLASTIC BAGS ( 10 to 15 ) 

PLASTIC BOX (3 To 4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SOAP DISH (2) 

DRINKING GLASS (2) 
COTTON BALLS 

FLASHLIGHT 
CANDLE 

MATCH BOX 
THREAD AND NEEDLE 

SCISSORS 
RUBBER HOT WATER BAG. 

HEATING PAD 
WATER STRAINER 

ALARM CLOCK 
ZIPLOCK BAGS 

AIR FRESHNERS 
2 COMBINATION LOCKS 

LOCK AND KEY 
POWDER 
LOTION 

SHAMPOO 
4 TO 5 COMBS 

STRING FOR DRYING CLOTH 
HANGERS AND CLIPS. 

OLD CLOTHES 
TOOTHPASTE 
TOOTHBRUSH  

TONGUE SCRAPPER 
DENTAL FLOSS 

Q-TIPS 
NEELGIRI OIL 

MUKHVAS 
CHURAN GOLI 

SUDERSHAN GOLI 
BAKING SODA 

GINGER POWDER 
KESHAR BARAS 

ALMONDS 
CAMERA 

INDIAN CELLULAR PHONE 
NEW CALENDAR 
THUMB TACKS 
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MEDICAL PRESCRIPTIONS PEPTO-BISMOL  BEN-GAY  FIRST AIDE KIT 

TYLENOL   COUGH SYRUP  ASPIRIN  EYE DROPS 

BAND-AIDS   VAPOR RUB  TIGER BALM  ADVIL 

 

 

COTTON SOCKS   ADVIL   BEN-GAY  MAGNIFYING GLASSES 

SHOWL (WHITE)  ASSORTED NUTS HOT WATER BOTTLE TYLENOL 

READING GLASSES  WATCH   MACHHARDANI PAPER SUPPLIES 

OPERATION EXP  WRITING TOOLS DOLI EXP  BOOK EXP 

 

 

NINETY-NINE VIDHI BOOK RICE   SUGAR CUBES  SALT  

CHAITYAVANDAN BOOK ALMONDS  DARSHAN CHOVISHI FLOWERS  

 

 

The trust managing Jain temples of Palitana have decided to implement a strict dress code for visitors.  
Starting in January 2013, people visiting the main Adeshwar Bhagwan temple atop the Shatrunjay hill, 
will not be allowed to enter the sacred location wearing jeans, shorts, skirts, or any other outfit that 
the trust managers deem “indecent.” Anandji Kalyanji Trust, which manages close to 850 temples, say 
that the decision has been taken in wake of large influx of tourists, besides the regular devotees who 
visit Palitana for eight months in a year. Close to 1,000,000 people visit Palitana every year, besides 
the roughly 10,000 foreign tourists.  

The trust will provide dresses to the tourists and pilgrims, who are seen wearing objectionable 
clothes. Men will be given lahenga and kafni, while women will be provided with salwar-kameez.  

The Anandiji Kayanji Trust representatives stated that construction has started of separate changing 
rooms for men and women at Sagalpoint on the Shatrunjay hill. The trust will also ban the use of 
mobiles in the temple and the phones will have to be deposited at a specific location. A team of trust 
volunteers will ensure the enforcement of this dress code.  

For more information contact the Anandiji Kayanji Trust.  

 

Medical Supplies 

OFFERINGS FOR SADHUS/SADHVIS 

ITEMS TO PURCHASE FROM PALITANA 

NEW DRESS CODE REQUIREMENTS 
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ACHARYA BHAGWANT PRAVESH 

TALETI SNATRA PUJA 

ADINATH DARSHAN SNATRA PUJA 

SHREE PUNDRICK SWAMI MANDIR SNATRA PUJA 

SHREE RAYN PAGLA SNATRA PUJA 

SHREE SHANTINATH DARSHAN SNATRA PUJA 

GIRIRAJ PUJA 

DODH GAU YATRA 

TEEN GAU YATRA 

CHHA GAUNI YATRA 

AGAM MANDIR 

KESARIYAJI TEMPLE 

 

 

JAI TALETI 

BABU TEMPLE 

SAMAVASARAN TEMPLE 

SHATRUNJAY TEMPLE 

RAYAN TEMPLE 

NAVTUK 

GHETINI BARI TEMPLE 

SHRI SHATRUNJAY DAM TEMPLE 

SHRI HASTAGIRI TIRTH 

SHRI BHANDRAIYA TIRTH 

SHRI KADAMGIRI TIRTH 

MALA ROPAN 

 

Note:  

1. The 99 Yatra Committee reserves the right to adjust or cancel the schedule based on the 
time and fund availability.  

2. The 99 Yatra Committee is reviewing a possible three day Cha-Ri-Palik  Sangh program if 
the facility and the budget allow.  



16

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JAINA 

FEDERATION OF JAINA ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA 

C/O ARVIND R. SHAH 

CHAIRMAN, JAINA 99 YATRA PROJECT 

6738 WOODCREST DRIVE 

TROY, MI 48098 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JAINA 

FEDERATION OF JAINA ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA 

C/O ARVIND R. SHAH 

CHAIRMAN, JAINA 99 YATRA PROJECT 

6738 WOODCREST DRIVE 

TROY, MI 48098 


