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Editor’s Note

The fact needs no elaboration that the rich story literature is one of the salient features
of the ancient Prakrit literature. Jaina Sauraseni literature is based on Epistmology, Meta-
physics and Ethico-spiritual rules of conduct while old Ardhamagadhi literature is of mixed
type with additional literary flavour. Each Anga canon of Svetambaras possesses its own
distinctive features along with doctrines and tenets.

Jiatadharmakatha (Nayadhammakahao) is the 6™ Anga canon. It is divided in two
parts i.e. Srutaskandhas. The first one contains 19 chapters (adhyayanas) and the second
one contains 10 chapters (vargas). The first part is full of stories, narratives, fables, folk
tales and anologies, of course possessing didactic elements.

When we look into Naya®, we find that the first narrative is named as ‘Utksipta’ which
contains an important episode in the life of a legendary personality ‘Meghakumara’, a
contemporary of Lord Mahavira. It is full of detailed descriptions of cities, gardens, places,
seasons as well as the intricasies imbibed in human nature.

Almost half of the story contains the description of the previous birth of Megha in
which he was born as an elephant.

Among the Orientalists, Indologists and Sanskritists of the 18" and 19" century, there
was a tradition of learning Sanskrit, Prakrits and Pali for the better understanding of the
cultural history of India. In almost all the Universities, courses of Ardhamagadhi were been
offered to the students. In the vidyanagari Pune, professors and lecturers were appointed to
teach Ardhamagadhi in the colleges like Wadia, Fergusson and so on. Text-books were
prepared with scholarly introduction and supplimentary notes by the eminent persons of
this field like Prof.P.L.Vaidya, Prof. N.V. Vaidya and Dr.K.V.Abhyankar.

In Sangli, Satara and Kolhapur, a strong tradition of the studies of Prakrit and Jainology
was existant. Our present author, Prof.K.V.Apte is a personality who carries forward the
tradition of these pioneers. During his career in the Willingdon College (Sangli), Prof. Apte
prepared a lucid English translation of the narrative of Meghakumara, for the students of
Ardhamagadhi.

As an honorary Chair-Professor of Seth H.N.Jain Chair, University of Pune, I feel very
proud and privileged to publish the above-mentioned translation prepared by Prof. K.V.Apte.
I express my deep feeling of gratitude towards him for giving me the occasion to publish the
English translation of the narrative of Meghakumara.

The Marathi translation of Nayakarnika and a handbook of Jain Philosophy in Marathi
had been published previously by the Firodia Publications, a part of Jain Chair, I am very
glad to announce that his Marathi book on Ardhamagadhi Grammar is also in the process of
publication.

I am sure that the valuable help extended by Prof. Apte will enhance the honour of the
esteemed Chair.



For a common reader, this narrative is a window through which one can peep into the
hoary past of our glorious history.

Nalini Joshi
Professor,

Seth H.N.Jain Chair,
University of Pune,
August 2012,



The Narrative of Meghakumara
(The first chapter of the Ardhamagadhi Canon Nayadhammakahao)
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At that time, at that period, there was a city named Campa. (Description). Outside
that city of Carhpa, to the north-eastern direction of it, there was a sanctuary named
Punnabhadda. (Description). There was, in that city of Carmpa, a king named Koniya.
(Description).
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At that time, at that period, there came to the city of Campa and the sanctuary
Punnabhadda, the reverend elder named Suhamma, who the disciple of the ascetic Lord
Mahavira ; he (i.e. Suhamma) was endowed with (noble) birth, with (high) family (-lineage),
with strength, (physical) handsomeness, modesty, knowledge, (right) faith (or vision), (right)
conduct, and lightness ; he was (mentally) strong, lustrous, brilliant, and glorious (lit.famous)
; he had subdued wrath, pride, deceit, greed, senses, sleep, and sufferings ; he was quite
free from the desire to live (a longer life) and free from fear of death ; he was prominent (or
best) in (the practice of) penances, in virtues, and so also best in the practice (of seeking
pure food, etc.), in the observance (of five great vows, etc.), in (self-) repression, decision,
straightforwardness, softness, skill (lit.lightness) (in the performance of actions), forbear-
ance, restraint, freedom (from greed, etc.), chanting of holy texts, lore, the vow of celibacy,
rules, regulations, truth, purity, (right) knowledge, (right) faith, and (right) conduct ; he was
noble, stern, of severe vows, of severe penances, and of severe continence ; he was
heedless to the body, and had compressed (or stored) (within himself) abundant (psychic)
firy forces ; he knew the fourteen puvvas and possessed four knowledges.
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Accompanied (lit.surrounded) by five hundred monks, he wandered in due courses
and went from villege to villege, journeying in pleasntness ; (and he came to the city of
Campa and the sanctuary Punnabhadda). (Then) he took proper residence and stayed
there, purifying himself by (self-) restraint and penances.
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Then, congregation went out from the city of Campa. Koniya (too) went forth. The

religion was preached. The congregation returned in that very direction where it had come
from (lit.appeared). At that time, at that period, the senior disciple of the reverend monk
Suhamma, the reverend monk named Jambu, of the Kasava family, seven hands in height ...
upto ... stayed neither near nor far from the reverend elder Suhamma, --- (Jarnbu) with his
knees raised and face bent down, engrossed in a store-chamber (in the form) of meditation,
and purifying himself by (self-) constraint and austerities.
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Then faith, uncertainty and curiosity sprang in (the mind) of reverend (monk) named
Jambu ; there sprang (in him) too much faith, uncertainty and curiosity ; there arose in him
too much faith, uncertainty and curiosity ; he stood up by rising (from his seat) and went
there where the reverend elder Suhamma was, thrice circumambulated the reverend elder
Suhamma, from right to right, saluted and paid obeisance, and with folded hands, modestly
waited before (abhimuha) the reverend elder Suhamma, neither very near nor very far,
desirious of listening (to him), and respecting him (i.e. Suhamma), and thus he spoke :
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““If, sir, the ascetic Lord Mahavira, the first teacher (of the religion), the maker of the
passage (to salvation), the self-enlightened, the best among men, the lion among men, the
tiger among men, the excellent scent-elephant among men, the best in the world, the Lord
of the world, the benefactor (lit.welfare) of the world, the light (lit.lamp) to the world, the
illuminator of the world, the giver of security, of refuge, of vision (lit.eye), of path, of
enlightenment, and of religious precepts, the preacher of the religion, the leader of the
religion, the charioteer of the religion, the Sovereign king over the empire of fourfold bound
(in the form) of the noble religion, the possessor of unimpeded, excellent knowledge and
vision, abstaining from deceit, the conqueror (of passions, etc.), the knower, the one who

has crossed (the ocean of worldly existence), the saviour, the enlightened, the enlightener,



the redeemed, the redeemer, the omniscient, the one who visualises everything, the one
who has reached the peaceful, firm, wholesome (lit.without disease), infinite, imperishable,
free from misery, everlasting place whence there is no return, has preached this (subject-)
matter of the fifth ariga, what sir, is the (subject-) matter preached of the sixth (arga), the
Nayadhammakahao ?”’
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“Jambu’’, said the reverend elder Suhamma to the reverend monk named Jambu,
“‘thus, truly, Jarmbu, the ascetic Lord Mahavira ... upto ... (who has) ... obtained (salvation),
has preached two parts of the scripture, the sixth anga, viz., ‘The Illustrations’ and ‘Reli-

’ (X3

gious Narratives’, “‘If, sir, the ascetic Lord Mahavira ... upto ... (who has) obtained (salva-
tion) has preached two parts of the scripture, the sixth arga, viz., ‘lllustrations’ and ‘Reli-
gious Narratives’, how many chapters, sir, of the first part, ‘The Illustrations’, have been
preached by the ascetic ... upto ... (who has) obtained (salvation) ?”’ ““Thus, truly, Jambu,
nineteen chapters of the ‘lllustrations’ have been preached by the ascetic ... upto ... (who
has) obtained (salvation), to wit, --- the illustration Ukkhitta, Sanghada, Anda, Kumma,
Selaga, Tumba, Rohini, Malli, Mayandi, Candima, Davaddava, the illustration of Udaga,
Mandukka, Teyali, Nandiphala, Avarakanka, Ainna, Surhsuma, and another nineteenth il-

lustration of Pundariya.”
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““If, sir, the ascetic ... upto ... (who has) obtained (salvation) has explained the ‘Illus-
trations’ in nineteen chapters, viz., the illustration Ukkhitta ... upto ... Pundariya, what
(subject-) matter of the first chapter, sir, has been preached ?”’ *“Thus, verily, Jambu ; at
that time, at that period, in this very continent Jarnbuddiva, in the country Bharaha, in the
Southern half of Bharaha (country), there was a city named Rayagiha. (Description). (There
was) the sanctuary Gunasilaya. (Description). There was in that city of Rayagiha a king
named Seniya. (Description). That king Seniya had a queen named Nanda, with delicate



hands and feet. (Description).”
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That king Seniya had a son born to him of the queen Nanda, the prince named
Abhaya, perfect (in all his limbs) ... upto ... of fine form ; he properly employed the science
of policy in (its mode of) conciliation, offensive operations, sowing dissensions (in enemy’s
camps), and bribery, (and) he knew the rules of (applying) the principles (of polity) ; he was
expert in understanding (mai) the science of economics (or politics), with the help of study,
removal of doubt, penetration and research ; he was endowed with intelligence of four
kinds - natural, acquired through education, secured through practice (or experience), and
obtained through the maturity of the age ;
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He was worthy to be asked and worthy to be consulted in the mainfold matters of the

king Seniya, in the (affairs of) families, counsels, secrets, private matters, and (final) deci-
sions ; he was a post, authority, support, prop and guide (lit. the eye) ; he was like the
pillar, authority, main-stay, prop and eye ; he had won confidence (of others) in all matters,
and at all places ; he was given (free) scope (by the king for acting in different matters) ; he
took care (lit. thought) of the yoke of the kingdom ; he himself carefully supervised over the
king Seniya’s kingdom, (the tributary) states, treasury, store-houses (of corn and other
provisions), army, vehicles, cities, and ladies’ apartments.
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- That king Seniya had (another) queen named Dharini ... upto ... dear to king Seniya

.. upto ... passed (her time) ...
Then once that queen Dharini was in an excellent (bed-) chamber (lit. house) of this



(lit. that) sort :- it had the (proper) demarcation of (its various parts like) the doors (or outer
varandah), charming, glossy and well-set pillars, elevated and very excellent statuettes (or
dolls), domes or vaults (studded) with bright gems, gold and jewels, parapet (vidarnka),
latticed windows, staircases of the shape of the halfmoon, wooden blocks near the doors,
inner part, the kanayali (portion), and the terrace ; it was smeared with fresh, white lime
(chunam) ; it was white, polished and smooth without ; paintings in continuous succession
were welldrawn within ; its pavement was floored with five-coloured gems and jewels of
different species ; its ceiling was variously figured with (the patterns of) lotuses, creepers
(or lotus-creepers), blossomed creepers, and flowers of excellent species ; its door-region
looked charming due to fine golden pictures with sandal (-paste) well-placed, and heaped
up fresh lotuses ; its door were well decorated with payaraga (golden ornaments) and the
hanging festoons of gems and pearls ; its soft and downy (pamhala) bed was adorned with
excellent fragrant flowers and was delightful of satistying to the heart ; it was charming with
the spreading sweet aroma that arose as (therein) was being burnt the incense of the
camphor, the clove, the sandal from the Malaya mountain, black sandal, excellent kundurukka
and turukka ; it was odorous with excellent perfumes ; it was as if fragrance incarnet
(lit.tablet of fragrance); it dispelled darkness with (the help of) the rays of the gems ;
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In short, it (as if) ridiculed an excellent celestial mansion by its refulgence and
(other) excellences ; (in the bed chamber of such sort, Dharini lay) on a bed of this (lit.that)
type:- it was of the measure of the body ; it had cushions (or pillows and foot-cushions) on
either side-end ; it was high on both sides and pressed down and deep in the middle, like
to the sinking in the sand on the shore of the river Ganga (under pressure) ; it had a coverlet
of silken and cotton cloth properly placed ; it was overspread with bed-sheet, malaya,
woolen cloth, kusatta, limba, and thick blanket (simhakesara) ; its dust-protector was well-
arranged ; it was wrapped with a red garment ; it was very pleasing ; its touch was (soft)
like (the touch of) deer-skin, (fine soft) cotton, the birra (plant) or butter. (Now) at the hour
of the midnight, as Dharini lay, neither fast asleep nor wide awake, (and hence) now and
then sleeping slightly, she beheld (in her dream) a very big elephant that was lofty in seven
parts of the body, similar to the silver mountain-peak, pleasant, pleasant in form, sporting,
yawning, and which from the sky passed into (her) mouth, and she awoke.
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Then, when that queen Dharini awoke after seeing this, noble, happy, blissful, lucky,



auspicious, splendid, great dream of this type, she became glad and delighted, joyful of
spirit, pleased in mind, exceedingly cheerful (or with great mental peace), with her heart
dilating due to joy, and the root-cells of her hair swelled like the kadamba flowers beaten by
the showers (of rain) ; she took cognisance of that dream, rose up from her bed, stepped
down from the foot-stool, and went there where the king Seniya was, neither speeding nor
hastening, with a gait neither hurried nor lagging like that of a royal swan :
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(and then) she awakened the king Seniya, addressing him with these (lit.those) agree-
able, lovely, dear, acceptable, pleasant, noble, happy, blissful, lucky, auspicious, fortunate,
appealing to the mind, delightful to the heart, measured, sweet, rolling, significant and
attracting (sassiriya) words ; (then) being permitted by the king Seniya, she sat down upon
a good seat with variegated patterns of diverse gems, gold and jewels ; (then) sitting in a
perfectly comfortable posture, restful and composed, and raising the folded hands formed
by the palms of hands towards the head, she thus said to the king Seniya :-
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“Thus, indeed, beloved of gods, today, (while I lay) on a bed of this (lit.that) type, of
the measure of the body ... upto ... I awoke, after seeing in the dream an elephant passing
into my own mouth. So, beloved of gods, what kind of specific fruit, I want to know, will
there be of this noble ... upto ... dream ?”’
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Then that king Seniya hearing and listening to this matter from queen Dharini became
glad ... upto ... heart, and his body bristled (like) the sweet-scented flowers of the niva
beaten by the showers (of rain), and the hair rose up in their root-cells ; he took cognisance
of the dream, entered into an inquiry (on it), and by his own native, decisive faculty of
intelligence he grasped the purport of that dream, congratulated the queen Dharini, with
these (lit.those) ... upto ... delightful to the heart, measured, sweet, rolling, significant,
attracting words, and said thus :
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““Noble is the dream, beloved of gods, you have seen : Happy is the dream, beloved

of gods, you have seen : Blissful, lucky, auspicious and splendid is the dream, beloved of
gods, you have seen : The dream, beloved of gods, which will give health, delight, long life,
happiness and good auspices has been seen by you. (There shall be) winning of purpose (or
wealth), beloved of gods, securing a son, beloved of gods, winning of kingdom, of enjoy-
ment and happiness, beloved of gods, to you. Thus, indeed, beloved of gods, after the
passing of nine full months and seven and a half days and nights, you will deliver a boy that
will be a banner to (our) family, a lamp to our family, amountain to (our) family, an
ornament (vadimsaya) to (our) family, a forehead-mark to (our) family, a famewinner to
(our) family, a maintainer of (our) family-tradition, a joywinner to (our) family, a renown-
winner to (our) family, a main-stay to (our) family, a tree to (our) family, a continuer of
(our) family (-line), delicate of hands and feet.
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And that boy too, after passing the stage of childhood, when he will be capable of
understanding and of enjoying pleasures, and will attain youth, will be a brave hero, a
warrior, a valiant man, a lord of kingdom, and emperor (lit.king) with ample (lit.extensive)
and abundant armies and vehicles. Thus noble is the dream, Oh queen, you have seen ...
upto ... (the dream which will give), Oh queen, health, delight, long life and happiness has
been seen by you.” Thus saying, he again and again congratulated her.
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Then that queen Dharini thus spoken to by the king Seniya became glad and delighted

.. upto ... heart, and (raising) her folded hands formed by the palms of hands ... said thus
: ““This is so, beloved of gods ; this is true ; this is not false ; this is not doubtful ; this is
agreeable (or desirable) ; this is acceptable ; this is agreeable and acceptable ; this matter
is true as you say.”’” Thus saying, she duly accpeted the dream, and being permitted by the
king Seniya, she rose up from the fine seat with the variegated patterns of diverse gems and
gold and jewels, took her way towards her own bed and sat down upon her own bed and
spoke thus :
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“Let not that mine best (or sublime), exalted (or eminent), auspicious dream be

marred by other ill dreams.”” Saying so, with auspicious and religious discourses relating to
the deities and eminent persons she kept awake in vigil to her dream.
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Then that king Seniya, in the morning time, summoned the household servants and
thus said:-‘‘Immediately, beloved of gods, make and cause (others) to make, today, the
outer audience-hall prominent, excessively charming, sprinkled with perfumed water,
cleansed, swept and smeared, possessed of offerings of five-coloured, fresh and fragrant
flowers cast in heaps, charming with the spreading aroma that arises as is burnt the incense
of black sandal, excellent kundurukka and turukka, odorous with excellent scents, (as if)
scent incarnet (lit.a tablet of scent), and bring back the report of this order (when carried
out) (lit.bring back this order).”” Then those household servants thus bidden by the king
Seniya became glad and joyful ... upto ... brought back (the report).
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Then, the next day, when the night was turned into dawn (lit.had manifested the
dawn) ; when it was morning with a pale white light, marked by gently blooming and
opening of blue and red lotuses ; when had duly arisen the sun whose glory looked to
advantage, being superior to the hue (ridva) of the gleam of the red asoga (tree), the
kimsuya (tree), the beak of a parrot (red), half of the gunja (fruit), the bandhujivaga (flower),
the paws (lit.feet) and eyes of the doves, the very red eyes of the cuckoo, the flower of the
jasumana (plant), blazing fire, golden pitcher or a heap of vermilion ; when the darkness
was begun (to be dispelled) by the falling series of the rays of that sun ; when the world of
living beings was as if filled with saffron in the form of the new (fresh) light of the sun ;
when the world was coming to be clearly seen as the scope for the vision of the eyes was
increasing ; when there arose the sun who awakens the groves (of the lotus-creepers) in the
lakes, etc. ; when the sun with his thousand rays was shining (lit.burning) with bright
brilliance ; that king Seniya rose from his bed, and went there where the gymnasium was
and entered into the gymnasium.
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(There) he wearied and tired himself with mainfold exercises of energy, limb-twisting,
leaping, turning (of arms, etc.) and wrestling ; (then) he was smeared with the articles of
annointment (like) excellent scented oils and the like prepared by boiling a hundred times
and thousand times, which were comfortable, inspirating, envigorating, aggravating, strength-
ening (and) rejoicing all the organs and the senses ; (then) on the oil-skin he was massaged
by men with tender and delicate palms on their perfect hands and feet, (the men who were)
skillful, dextrous, accomplished, clever, intelligent, expert, possessed of cunning art, and
who had overcome fatigue, who were masteres of the modes of annointing, massaging and
turning, with fourfold massage, for the pleasure to the bones, to the flesh, to the skin and to
the hair ; when his fatigue was removed, the king stepped out of the gymnasium, and went
there where the bath-room was, and entered into the bath-chamber.
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(And there) in the delightful bath-room charming due to entire latticed work and
floored with vaiegated gems and jewels, he sat down comfortably on a bath-seat figured
with the patterns of diverse gems and jewels ; (then) he was bathed with pleasant waters,
with waters mixed with (honey of) the flowers, with scented waters, with pure waters, again
and again, in accordance with the rules of happy and excellent bathing. When the happy and
excellent bath was over, with hundreds of mainfold charm-wrapping his body was rubbed
with downy, soft, perfumed red garment ; a clean, excellent robe of great price was well-
wrapped round him ; his limbs were smeared with fresh, sweet-scented gosisa sandal ;
pure chaplet and adorning unguent were put upon him ; he wore gems ; and (ornaments of)
gold were placed on his body ; a seemly splendour was given to him by wearing in proper
places (kappiya) necklaces, half necklaces, triple rows (of jewels), pendants dropping, and
the waist-band ; neck-chains were fastened upon him ; rings and charming ornaments were
placed on his charming limbs ; his arms became (as if) stiff with bracelets and armlets
studded with diverse gems ; he was splendorous with exceeding beauty ; his face was
illuminated by ear-rings ; his head was gleaming due to the diadem ; his chest was made



exceedingly charming as it was covered with necklaces ; his upper garments was feately
formed of a long, dropping cloth ; his fingers became tawny with (the rays from) the signet-
rings ; many bracelets befitting a warrior were fastened upon him - (the bracelets which
were) wellfitting, especially excellent, well-shaped and delightful, framed of diverse gems,
gold and jewels, and (which were) pure, precious, skillfully wrought and glistening ;
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In short, the king was well-decked and adorned like the wish-fulfilling tree. (Then) the
king, with an umbrella (decked) with the garlands of koranta flowers held (over him), with
his body fanned with four yak-tail fans, at whose sight there arose festive cries of victory
(from the people), surrounded on all sides by many heads of guild, chiefs of standing army,
(feudatory) kings, princes, favourite officers of the king, officers of isolated villages, heads
of big families, councillors, chief councillors, treasury officers, guards, ministers, personal
attendants, friends, citizens, judges, traders or the leaders of the merchant community,
commanders of the army, the leaders of the caravan, messengers and the officers of the
frontier of the kingdom ; like the moon coming out of a great white cloud, in the midst of
groups of planets, the glittering constellations and the groups of stars, pleasant in appear-
ance, (the king) came out of the bath-room, went there where the outer audience-hall was,
and sat down, facing the east, upon a fine throne.
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Then, that king Seniya caused, to the north-eastern direction, neither near nor far
from himself, to be set up eight fine seats covered with white cloths, with pacificatory rites
performed with auspicious offerings of white mustard, and caused to be spread (erected) a
curtain in the inner part (of the audience-hall) adorned with diverse gems and jewels,
exceedingly comely, precious and brought from excellent work-shop, soft and possessing
hundreds of paintings in diverse patterns, painted with variegated pictures of wolves, bulls,
horses, men, crocodiles, birds serpants, kinnaras, ruru deer, sarabhas, camaras, elephants,
forest-creepers and lotus-creepers (or forest, creepers, lotus-creepers), with its excellent
skirt-portion well embroidered with excellent gold ; (and then he) caused to be set up for
the sake of queen Dharini, a fair seat draped with an over-cloth and soft pillow, covered
with white robes, specially pleasant of touch to the body, and very soft.



() HIfergR@ TeEs 2 o1 Td TATH-Rawame ot <amupfoden | TR itg ey
fafogacospas givmmer wges 2 o1 wEWRE fevamea geaftug | 9¢ o 9 SigleagiE
a8 T st fooreer gerr afeguifa aftrrg @ sifaenet afetmremfa 2 a1 Tafies T
T e gt on aoie emresta R 1 giivet derEfd |

Then he summoned the household servants and said thus:- ‘‘Make haste, beloved of
gods, to summon the masters (lit.reciters) of the text (sutta) and purport (attha) of the
eightfold great lore of divination, well-versed in various sciences, and knowers (lit.reciters)
of the purport of the dreams, and bring back the report of this order.”” Then those house-
hold servants thus bidden by the king Seniya became glad ... upto ... heart, raised to their
heads their hands with ten fingers (lit.nails) clasped before their foreheads, with joined
palms, and saying, ‘‘Yes, Lord, as commanded’, modestly promised obedience to the
wording of the order, left the presence of king Seniya, and went there, right through the
midst of the city of Rayagiha, where the residences of the knowers (of the purport) of the
dreams were, and summoned the knowers of the dreams.
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Then, those knowers of the dreams summoned by the house-hold servants of king
Seniya became glad ... upto ... heart, took their bath, performed (domestic) rites of offering
... upto ... (performed) propitiatory rites, decked their bodies with a few (yet) costly orna-
ments and marked their heads with the diarva (grass) and white mustard ; (then) they came
out of their own houses, and went their, right through the midst of the city of Rayagiha,
where the door of the excellent palace of king Seniya was ; (there) they came together and
(then) entered through the door of the excellent palace of king Seniya, and took their way
towards the outer audience-hall, towards king Seniya,
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and greeted king Seniya with (cries of) ‘Victory, Triumph’. (And then) they (when)
honoured, saluted, worshipped, respected, entertained, and highly respected by king Seniya,
sat down upon each of the fine seats already placed there. Then, the king Seniya asked
queen Dharini to sit behind the curtain (lit.placed her behind the curtain) and holding
handfuls of flowers and fruits spoke thus, with exceeding courtesy (or modesty), to those
knowers of the dreams :-
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“Thus, indeed, beloved of gods, queen Dharini, today (while she lay) on the bed of
that type ... upto ... beheld a great dream and awoke. Now, beloved of gods, what kind of
specific fruit, I want to know, will there be of this noble ... upto ... splendid great dream ?”’
Then those knowers of the dreams, hearing and listening to this matter from king Seniya,
became glad ... upto ... heart, took proper cognizance of that dream, entered into an inquiry
(thereon), consulted each other, and then having obtained, grasped, inquired, determined
and understood the purport of that dream, they declared (the purport of) the sciences of
dreams, in the presence of king Seniya, thus saying :-
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““Thus, indeed, Lord, there are noted (lit.seen), in our sciences of dream-lore, 42
dreams and 30 great dreams, 72 dreams in all. Out of these, Lord, the mothers of the
Makers of the Passage (or Prophets) or the mothers of the sovereign kings, in whose
wombs, the Maker of the Passage (or a Prophet) or a sovereign king is coming down,
behold these 14 great dreams out of the 30 great dreams and awake, - to wit, ‘an elephant,
a bull, a lion, sprinkling, a garland, the moon, the sun, a banner, a jar, a lotus-lake, ocean,
a celestial palace, a heap of jewels, and fire’ (I).
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And the mothers of the Vasudevas, in whose wombs a Vasudeva is coming down, see
any seven great dreams out of these 14 great dreams and awake. And the mothers of the
Baladevas in whose wombs a Baladeva is coming down, see any four great dreams out of
these 14 great dreams and awake. And the mothers of the feudatory kings in whose wombs
a feudatory king is coming down see any one great dream out of these 14 great dreams and
awake.
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This is, Lord, one great dream seen by queen Dharini. Hence, Lord, noble is the
dream that queen Dharini has seen ... upto ... the queen Dharini has seen the dream, Lord,
that will give health, delight, long life, happiness, and good auspices. (There shall be)
winning of purpose (or wealth), Lord ; winning of happiness, Lord ; winning of enjoyment,
Lord ; winning of a son, securing of kingdom. Thus indeed, Lord, queen Dharini after the
(passing of) nine full months ... upto ... will deliver a son. And that son too, after passing his
childhood, when he will be capable of understanding and capable of enjoying pleasures, and
will attain youth, will be a brave hero, a warrior, a valiant person, a lord of kingdom, a king,
possessing ample and abundant armies and vehicles, or will be a monk with mind (soul)
purified. Therefore, Lord, noble is the dream that queen Dharini has seen ... upto ...
(Dharini has seen the dream that will give) health, delight ...””. Thus saying, they again and

again congratulated.
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Then that king Seniya, hearing and listening to this matter from those knowers of the
dreams, became glad ... upto ... heart ... palms of hands ... (and) thus said:- ““This is so,
beloved of gods, ... upto ... what you say.”” Thus saying, he rightly accepted that dream, and
entertained and honoured those knowers of the dreams, with abdundant food, drink, sweet-
meats, and dainties, and garments, perfumes, garlands, and ornaments, bestowed on them
a liberal gift of gladness, of life-long worth and sent them away.
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Then that king Seniya rose from his throne and went there where queen Dharini was
and thus said to queen Dharini :- ““Thus, indeed beloved of gods, (there are mentioned) in
the science of the dream-lore, 42 dreams ... upto ... one great dream ... upto ...”". (and) he
again and again congratulated. Then that queen Dharini, hearing and listening to this matter
from king Seniya, became glad ... upto ... heart, rightly accepted that dream, and went to
her own chamber. She took her bath, offered worship to deities and stayed (enjoying) ...
abundant ... (pleasures).
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Then when two months had elasped, and when it was the third month of that unborn
babe, during the time and period of longing, there arose in that queen Dharini, this, of such
sort, longing for untimely clouds: Blessed are those mothers ; meritorius or (fortunate) are
those mothers ; the end is won, the merit is done, the (bodily) tokens are fructified, the
wealth is (properly) used, and the fruit of human birth and life is easily secured by those
(mothers) ;
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when the clouds are appearing (in small size), (then) getting larger in size, (then)
spreading over the entire expanse of the sky and (then) are ready (to shower) ; when the
clouds are thundering, have (flashes of) lightening, are showering drops of water and are
producing low rumbling sound ; when the clouds are (white and hence) similar in lustre to
the silver-band purified by burning, the arika (gem), conch, the moon, the kunda (flower),
or the heap of flour (or powder of rice) ; when the clouds are (yellow and hence) similar in
lustre to (yellow) pigment, a piece of hariyala, the campaga (flower) sana (flower), koranta,
sarisava (flowers) and the pollens of lotuses ; when the clouds are (red and hence) similar
in lustre to the lac-dye, fresh red kimsuya, the jasumana (flower), red bandhujivaga (flower),
excellent vermilion, fresh saffron, the blood of ram and hare, or the indagova (insect) ;
when the clouds are (greenish dark and hence) similar in lustre to peacock, the sapphire,
the guliya (pigment), the feather of the parrot and the casa bird, the wing of a bee, the
sasaga (plant), a heap of blue lotuses, fresh sirisa flowers or, newly (grown) meadow ; and
when the clouds are (extremely dark and hence) similar in lustre to fine collyrium, a bee-
species, the rifthaga (gem), the row of bees, the horn of a he-buffalo, indigo, and ink ; when
the clouds have flashes of lightning and thunder, are moving rapidly, due to wind, in the
expansive sky ; when the clouds start to pour continuously of a forceful shower falling
(lit.covering) (on the ground), forcibly twisted by stormy wind and dropping in torrents of
pure excellent water ;
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when the surface of the earth, being cooled by the fall of mass of torrential rains,

wears an apron (in the form) of stretches (lit.group) of green grass ; when the networks



(groups) of creepers are spreading round multitudes of trees bearing leafage ; when high
lands (or high portions of the ground) are looking charming, when the streams of water are
falling (lit.thrown) from the precipices and slopes of the Vebhara mountain ; when the
mountain-rivers are carrying muddy water which is full of foam arising due to rapid flow (of
water) ; when the pleasure-gardens possess the (new) sprouts (kandala) of sajja, ajjuna,
niva, and kudaya (trees), and the mushrooms ;
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when the peacocks that are active, being glad and joyful at the thundering of the
clouds, are producing freely their keka notes, due to joy, and are dancing through the
intoxication produced by the influence of the season, in the company of their young female
companions ; when the pleasure-gardens are releasing excessive fresh and sweet fragrance
of the silindha, kudaya, kandala and kalamba (flowers), and are filled with the rolling
cooing-notes of the cuckoos ; when the pleasure-gardens have (in them) the red indagovayas
looking to advantage (uddainta), and pathetic cries of cataka (birds); when the pleasure-
gardens are adorned with grass grown high, and have ample croaking sounds of the frogs ;
when in the pleasure-gardens are coming together the swarms of the intoxicated male and
female bees and when, in their (i.e. of the pleasure-gardens) various parts, the intoxicated
bees attached to (i.e. every much fond of) the honey in the flowers and humming sweetly
are crowding (lit.sticking) ;
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when the sky is with the moon, the sun and groups of planets covered (lit.darkened)

(by the clouds), and is with the lustre of the constellations and stars minimised (lit.lost) ;
when the sky bears the banner-cloth formed of the rain-bow ; and when the sky has groups
of clouds looking to advantage due to flying rows of balaga (birds), and when the rainy
season that makes anxious the karandaga, cakkavaya and kalhamsa (birds) has arrived ;
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(blessed ... are the mothers who at such time) take their bath, perform domestic
offerings, put on their bodies auspicious marks of collyrium (kouya) and perform propitia-
tory rites, and who, moreover, put on (patta) anklets on their charming feet, wear jewelled
waist-band and necklace, put on bracelets and rings (khuddaya), and whose arms are (as if)
stiff with excellent variegated armlets ; whose faces are illuminated by (the light from) the

ear-rings ; whose bodies are adorned with gems ;
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who wear charmingly a robe that can be wafted (or lifted) by the breath from the

nose, attracting the eye, possessing (fine or proper) colour and touch, surpassing the soft-
ness of the saliva of the horse, white, and with its skirts embellished with gold, similar in
lustre to crystal (which is clear) like the sky ; who take a soft silken robe as their upper
garment ; whose heads are adorned with excellent chaplets of fragrant flowers of all sea-
sons ; who are odorous with excellent incense of black sandal ; whose dress is equal to (that
of) Laksmi ;
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who have mounted the Seyanaga, the best scent-elephant, with an umbrella (decked)
with garlands of koranta flowers being held over (them) ; whose body is being fanned with
four yak-tail fans resembling in whiteness the conch, the kunda (flower), drops of water,
nectar or mass of foam (when water is churned), and with staves white like the moonstone,
adamant, and beryl ; who are being followed by king Seniya mounted on the back
(lit.shoulders) of an excellent elephant and (also) by the fourfold army, large troops of
horses, of elephants, of chariots, and of foot soldiers, with all pomp and splendour ... upto
.. with great noise, sound and din ;
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who are observing at the triangular places, at the junctions where three and four roads

meet, at squares, temples (caummuha), etc. on royal (or main) roads and streets, the city
of Rayagiha that is slightly sprinkled, cleansed, swept and besmeared ... upto ... odorous
with excellent perfumes, perfume incarnate (lit.a tablet of perfume) ; who are being con-
gratulated by the citizens ; and who, wandering everywhere and on all sides near the very
charming foot of the slopes of the Vebhara mountain, covered with clusters, creepers,
trees, thickets, networks of creepers, (thus) removed their longing. Thus, perhaps, I also,
when the clouds appear ... upto ... (should be able to) remove my longing.
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Then that queen Dharini, that longing not being removed, had her longing neither
fulfilled, nor entirely gratified nor duly honoured, and (hence) became emaciated (lit.withered),
(as if) overcome by hunger, fleshless, faint (lit.diseased), faint in body, very soiled and
powerless, and faded (lit.fatigued) ; her lotus-like face and eyes were cast down ; her face
whitened ; she became lustreless like the garland of campaga flowers crushed in the palms
of hands ; her face became miserable and colourless ; she did not desire the necessary
(lit.proper) flowers, perfumes, garlands (or chaplets), ornaments and necklaces ; she avoided
(lit.abandoned) activities of playing and sporting ; she became woeful, dejected in mind,
devoid of joy, and fixed her gaze on the ground, with depressed thoughts in the mind ...
upto ... brooded.
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Then the (female) personal attendants of that queen Dharini and maid-servants of the
harem (lit.inner apartment) saw queen Dharini, faint ... upto ... brooding, and thus spoke
‘““Why, beloved of gods, are you, faint, faint in body ... upto ... brooding ?’’ Then that queen
Dharini thus addressed by those personal attendants and maid-servants of the harem nei-
ther paid any attention to nor acknowledged those maid-servants, and thus not paying any
attention and not taking cognizance, she remained silent. Then those personal attendants
and maid-servants of the harem twice and thrice thus spoke to the queen Dharini :
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““Why are you, beloved of gods, faint, faint in body ... upto ... brooding ?’’ Then that
queen Dharini (thought) thus addressed twice and thrice by the personal attendants and the
maid-servants of the harem neither paid any heed nor took any note, and thus neither
paying any attention nor acknowledging, she remained silent. Then, when those personal
attendants and maid-servants (or slave gairs) were neither paid any attention to nor taken
note of by queen Dharini, they became worried (lit.confused), left the presence of queen
Dharini, and went there where the king Seniya was, and raising ... upto ... foemed by palms
of hands, greeted him with (the cries of) ‘Victory, Triumph’, and said thus :
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“Thus, indeed, Lord, today, queen Dharini, faint, faint in body ... upto ... engrossed
in painful thoughts (lit.engrossed in miserable meditation) is brooding (over something).”
Then that king Seniya hearing and listening to this matter from those personal attendants
became, in the same way, worried, and he hastily, speedily, swiftly and rapidly went there
where queen Dharini was and seeing queen Dharini, faint, faint in body ... upto ... engrossed
in miserable meditation, (and) brooding, thus said :
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““Why are you, beloved of gods, faint, faint in body ... upto ... engrossed in depressed
thoughts, (and) brooding ?”” Then that queen Dharini thus addressed by the king Seniya
neither paid attention ... upto ... remained silent. Then that king Seniya twice and thrice
asked queen Dharini thus :- ““Why are you, beloved of gods, faint ... upto ... brooding ?”’
Then that queen Dharini, (thought) twice and thrice thus addressed by king Seniya, neither
paid any heed nor took any note, but remained silent. Then that king Seniya conjured queen
Dharini by an oath and spoke thus :
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“Am I not fit, beloved of gods, to listen to this matter of yours that you are concealing
from me, this mental grief of such sort ?”’ Then that queen Dharini conjured under an oath
by king Seniya thus said to king Seniya : ‘“Thus, indeed, Lord, of that noble ... upto ... great
dream, when three full months were completed, there arose in me this, of such sort longing
for untimely clouds, (viz.)-‘Blessed are those mothers, the end is won by those mothers ...,
upto ..., (who) wandering near the foot of the Vebhara mountain remove the longing. Thus
perhaps I too (should be able to) remove my longing’. Now, Lord, as this untimely longing
of such sort is not removed, I who am faint ... upto ... engrossed in painful thoughts, am

brooding. Thus, Lord, due to (this) reason, I who am faint ... am brooding”’.
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Then that king Seniya hearing and listening to this matter from queen Dharini thus
spoke to queen Dharini :- ‘““You who are faint ... upto ... need not, beloved of gods, brood.
I (now) will act in such a way that there would be fulfilment of the desire - this untimely
longing of such type - of yours’. Thus saying, he consoled queen Dharini, with agreeable,
lovely, dear, acceptable and pleasant words, took his way towards the outer audience-hall
and there, seated, facing the east, on an excellent throne, began to think over this untimely
longing of queen Dharini, with his four-fold intelligence - native, secured through descipline,
through practice, and through maturity of age for (finding) some (lit.many) means or meth-
ods (to satisty the longing). (But) as he could not find (lit.get), for (the fulfilment of) that
longing, any means or way or methods (lit.location) or source, he with depressed mental
thoughts ... upto ... began to brood.
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Now (lit.then), prince Abhaya, taking his bath, performing domestic offerings ... upto
... adorned with all ornaments, decided to go to salute the feet (of king Seniya). Then that
prince Abhaya went there where king Seniya was, and seeing king Seniya with depressed
mental thoughts ... upto ... brooding, there arose in him this, of such sort, inner thought,
reflection, idea, fancy and musing :- ‘“‘Formerly (usually), when king Seniya saw me com-
ing, he paid attention and took cognizance, entertained and honoured, talked and spoke,
invited by offering half of the seat, and smelt (me) on the head. (But) now, king Seniya is
neither paying any heed to nor taking note of me, is neither entertaining nor honouring
(me), is neither addressing nor talking to (me), with agreeable, lovely, dear, acceptable,
pleasant and noble words, is not inviting (me) by offering half of the seat, and is not
smelling (me) on the head, (but) he with depressed mental thoughts is brooding over
something. There must be, therefore, some reason for this. So it is proper for me to ask

king Seniya regarding this matter.”
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Thus he thought and went there where king Seniya was, and raising to his forehead his
clasped hands formed by the palms, greeted him with (words of) “Victory, Triumph’, and
said thus :- ‘“You usually, father, seeing me coming paid attention and acknowledged ...
upto ... smelt (me) on the head, and invited with (the offering of) the seat ; (but) now,
father, you do not pay any heed to me ... upto ... (you do) not invite me by (offering) the
seat, (but) you with depressed mental thoughts ... upto ... are brooding over something.
There must be, therefore, father, some reason for this. So, father, (I request you to) tell me
this matter rightly (lit.as it happened), truly and unmincingly, neither concealing nor sus-
pecting, nor covering, nor overcovering this (very) reason. Then I will (try to) remove that
(very) reason (of worry) (lit.I will go to the end of the matter).”
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Then that king Seniya thus requested (lit.addressed) by prince Abhaya, thus spoke to
prince Abhaya : ‘“Thus indeed, son, when two months had elapsed and it was the third
month of that unborn babe, at that time and period of longing, there sprang in queen
Dharini, your step-mother (lit.younger mother), this longing of such sort - ‘Blessed are
those mothers ... (the same (previous matter) is to be completely stated here) ... upto ...
remove (the longing). Then, son, I am not finding, for (the fulfilment of) that untimely
longing of queen Dharini, any means or way ... upto ... source, was with depressed mental
thoughts ... upto ... (was) brooding, (and hence) I did not know that you had come. Thus by
this very reason, son, I with depressed (mental thoughts) ... upto ... am brooding’’.
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Then that prince Abhaya hearing and listening to this matter from king Seniya became
glad ... upto ... heart, and thus said to king Seniya :- ‘“You, father, with depressed (mental

thoughts) ... upto ... need not brood. I will act in such a way that there will be the fulfilment



of the desire -- this untimely longing of such sort - of queen Dharini, my step-mother.”
Thus saying he consoled king Seniya, with those agreeable, lovely ... upto ... (words). Then
that king Seniya thus assured (lit.addressed) by prince Abhaya became glad and delighted ...
upto ... (he) entertained and honoured prince Abhaya, and sent him away.
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Then that prince Abhaya entertained, honoured and (then) sent away (by king Seniya)
left the presence of king Seniya, took his way to his own palace (lit.house) and sat down
upon a throne. Then, this, of such sort, inner thought ... upto ... arose in (the mind of)
prince Abhaya :- ‘It is not possible to fulfil the desire -- this untimely longing - of queen
Dharini, my step-mother, with (the help of) human means except with divine means. (Now)
there is a god, the denizen of Sohammakappa, (my) former companion, with great wealth ...
upto ... very happy. So it is better for me to keep, in the posaha -(i.e. fast)-chamber, a fast
until the 8™ meal, observing the continence of the fast, having taken off gems and gold, laid
aside garlands, pigments and toilet, and put away weapons like pestle (or pestle and other
weapons), to be alone with none beside, and sitting on a matting of dabbha (grass), and to
fix my mind on that god, the former associate. Then, the god, the former companion, will
remove this, of such sort, longing for untimely clouds, of queen Dharini, my step-mother’.
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Thus he thought, took his way to the fast-chamber, swept the fast-room, inspected a
spot for excretion and urine, sat on a matting of dabbha (grass), and kept fast until the 8"
meal, observing the continence of the fast ... upto ... (and) fixing his mind upon the god, the
former companion. Then, when prince Abhaya’s fast until the 8th meal was coming to an
end (or was almost complete), the seat of the god, the former associate, shook. Then the
god, the inhabitant of Sohammakappa, the former companion, nothing (lit.seeing) that his
seat shook, employed (his) avadhi (knowledge). Then there arose in (the mind of) the god,
the former mate, this following (lit.of such sort) inward thought ...
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“Thus, indeed, in the continent of Jambuddiva, in the Bharaha country, in the south-
ern half of Bharaha country, in the city of Rayagiha, in the fast chamber, the prince named
Abhaya, my former companion, is remembering me, observing a fast until the 8™ meal. So
it is better for me to reveal myself near prince Abhaya.”” Thus he thought ; (and then) he
went to the north-eastern direction and emanated soul-particles by a transformation (or
mutation) of the body, and spread (himself) out over numerous yojanas, like a rod ; of
jewels, diamonds, beryls, lohiyakkha (rubies), emeralds, hamsagabbhas, garnets, sogandhiya
(rubies), jaspers, ankas, anjanas, silver, gold, anjanapulagas, crystals, and ritthas, he cast
away the gross atoms and accepted only the fine (subtle) atoms.
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The god took pity on prince Abhaya and was (also) distresses due to much love,
affection and regard created in the former birth. Then the god adopted (lit.created) a
peculier course to hastily go to the earth ; he was lovely with the exceeding (ukkada)
movement (adova) of the bright (pura) golden payaragas (ornaments) rolling, ear-rings
(vadimsaga) and crown ; he was decked with multitudes of many gems, gold and jewels ; he
appeared variegated with patterns, and was delighted at his gait properly employed ; he
looked charming in appearance due to the excellence of his face illumined by excessively
fine ear-rings that were rocking ;
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he looked delightful to the eyes like the autumnal moon risen, on the Kartika full-
moon-night, bright, (being) in the middle, due to the Saturn (on one side) and Mars (on the
other side) ; he wearing (lit.producing) variegated dress looked like the excellent mount

Meru, lovely in appearance, refulgent by the glue (lit.burning) of divine medicinal shrubs,
glorious with the entire splendour of (all) seasons, and attractive with excellent odour
issuing forth ; he passed over (lit.through the midst of) continents and seas with innumer-

able dimensions and names ; and down descended, by the side of Abhaya, that god in his



divine form, illuminating with bright lustre the world of living beings and the city of Rayagiha,
from his very excellent (lit.lotus) aerial car (studded) with best jewels (or with best build).
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Then that god, (still) remaining in the sky, wore excellent five-coloured robes (stud-
ded) with small bells. This is one reading. (There is also) another reading, namely :- With
that excellent, rapid, swift, impetuous, steady, proud, triumphant and skillful divine course
of gods, the god went towards the continent of Jammbuddiva, towards Bharaha country,
towards the half of Bharaha country, towards the city of Rayagiha, towards the fast-cham-
ber, and towards prince Abhaya, and (still) remaining in the sky wore excellent five-
coloured robes (studded) with small bells, and thus said to prince Abhaya :-
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“lI am, beloved of gods, (that) god, (your) former companion, the resident of
Sohammakappa, and prosperous, whom you observing a fast until the 8™ meal, in the fast-
room, are remembering. Thus here, beloved of gods, I have come hastily. Tell, beloved of
gods, what I shall do or give or offer, or what is the desire in your heart ?”’ Then that prince
Abhaya, seeing that god, the former comrade remaining in the sky, became glad and
delighted, terminated his fast, and raising the folded hands ... upto ... formed by palms of
hands, thus said,
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“Thus, indeed, beloved of gods, there arose this, of such sort, untimely longing in
queen Dharini, my step-mother -- ‘blessed are those mothers’-- the same is to be stated
here in accordance with preceding text ... upto ... ‘(I will) remove (the longing)’. Therefore,
beloved of gods, remove this, of such sort, untimely longing of queen Dharini, my step-
mother”’. Then that god thus requested by prince Abhaya became glad and joyful, and thus
said to prince Abhaya :- ‘‘Be, beloved of gods, at ease and at rest. I will remove this, of
such sort, longing of queen Dharini, your step-mother”.
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Thus saying, he left the presence of prince Abhaya, went to the Vebhara mountain in

the north-east, emanated soul-particles by a mutation of his body, spread (himself) out over
numerous yojanas, like a rod, ... upto ..., for the second time he emanated the soul-particles
by a change of his body, and all of a sudden he produced the divine glory of the rainy
season, with thundering, lightning, showers, and charming with the (thundering) sound of
five-coloured clouds ; and then he went there where prince Abhaya was, and thus said to
prince Abhaya,
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“Thus, verily, beloved of gods, for your pleasure (or satisfaction) I have created the

divine glory of the rainy season, with thundering, shower, and lightning. Now, beloved of
gods, let queen Dharini, your step-mother, remove this, of such sort, longing for untimely
clouds.” Then that prince Abhaya, hearing and listening to this matter from that god, the
former companion and the denizen of Sohammakappa, became glad and joyful, went out of
his own palace, and took his way towards king Seniya, and raising the folded hands ... upto
.. palms of hands, thus said :-
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“Thus indeed, father, all of a sudden, by (that) god, my former mate, the inhabitant of
Sohammakappa, has been produced the divine glory of the rainy season, with thundering,
lightning, and charming with the (thundering) sound of five-coloured clouds. (Now), there-
fore, let queen Dharini, my step-mother, remove her untimely longing.”” Then that king
Seniya, hearing and listening to this matter from prince Abhaya, became glad and delighted,
and summoning the household servants thus said (to them)’ :-
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CRICIE

“‘Immediately, beloved of gods, make and cause (others) to make the city of Rayagiha
slightly sprinkled, sprinkled, (at) the triangular places junctions where three and four roads
meet, squares ... upto ... odorous with sweet fragrance, perfume incarnate, and bring back
the report of this order.” Then these household servants ... upto ... brought back (the
report). Then that king Seniya, for the second time, summoned the household servants, and
thus said : ““Make haste, beloved of gods, to keep ready the fourfold army consisting of
excellent horses, elephants, chariots and soldiers, and keep ready Seyanaya, the scent-
elephant.”” They too similarly ... upto ... brought back (the report). Then that king Seniya
went there where queen Dharini was, and thus said to queen Dharini :-
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“Thus, indeed, beloved of gods, (there) is manifest the glory of the rainy season with
thunders ... Therefore, beloved of gods, remove this untimely longing (of yours).”” Then
that queen Dharini thus bidden by king Seniya became glad and joyful, went towards the
bath-room, entered into the bath-chamber, and in the inner apartment (or harem), took her
bath, performed domestic offerings, put on (her body) auspicious marks of collyrium and
performed propitiatory rites, and moreover, put on anklets on her charming feet ... upto ...,
wore a garment similar in lustre to sky-crystal, and mounted the Seyanaya scent-elephant ;
and being fanned with white yak-tail fans similar in lustre to churned nectar or mass of
foam, she started (to go).
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Then that king Seniya took his bath, performed domestic offerings ... upto ..., comely
in form, rode on the back of an excellent elephant, with an umbrella garland with korenta
flowers being held (over him) and fanned by four chowries, followed queen Dharini. Then
that queen Dharini, with her way followed by king Seniya riding on the back of an excellent
elephant, surrounded by fourfold army consisting of horses, elephants, chariots and sol-
diers, and encircled by many multitudes of warriors, with all pomp and splendour ... upto

. with noise, din, sound of drums, (and) congratulated by the citizens in the city of

Rayagiha, at triangular places, junctions where three and four roads meet, squares ... upto
.. main roads, went there where the mount Vebhara was,
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and near the foot of the Vebhara mountain she dispelled her longing, by wandering
around and at all places near the foot of the slopes and precipices of the mount Vebhara, in
the pleasure-gardens, parks, forests, groves, groves of trees, near trees, clusters, thickets,
creepers, network of creepers, caverns, caves, ponds (or pools), lakes, bowers (or groves),
rivers, confluences, and hollow parts, -- stopping (staying) (there), observing, bathing,
taking leaves, flowers, fruits, and sprouts, appreciating (them), smelling, eating, and sharing
(them).
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Then that queen Dharini, when that untimely longing was removed, became with her

longing duly honoured, dispelled, fulfilled and entirely gratified. Then that queen Dharini
mounting the Seyanaya scent-elephant, with her way followed by king Seniya riding on the
back of an excellent elephant, with horses, elephants ... upto ... with noise, came back to
the city of Rayagiha, and right through the midst of the city of Rayagiha she went to her own
palace, and stayed there (enjoying) abundant human pleasures ...
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Then that prince Abhaya went towards the fast-chamber, entertained and honoured
the god, the former companion, and sent him away. Then that god withdrew the divine
glory of the rainy season with thunders, and charming with five-coloured clouds, and went
to the direction whence he had come.
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Then that queen Dharini, when that untimely longing was removed, became with her
longing properly honoured ; she (then) out of sympathy for that unborn babe stood care-
fully, sat carefully, and slept carefully ; whenever she ate, she nourished herself (lit.ate), at
proper place and time, with articles of food neither too acride nor too pungent, neither too



astringent, nor too sour, nor too sweet, but such as were nutritious, moderate, and whole-
some to the unborn babe, having neither too much worry nor too much sorrow, neither too
much apathy nor too much fear, nor too much dread ; thus free from worry, grief, apathy,
fear, and dread, and with (proper use of) food, covering, perfumes, garlands and ornaments
that were pleasant in different seasons, she comfortably carried the unborn babe.
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Then that queen Dharini, after the passing of nine full months and seven and a half
days and nights, at the time of midnight, delivered a son, delicate of hands and feet ...
upto ... charming in all limbs. Then, those personal attendants (of queen Dharini) saw
that queen Dharini after (the passing of) nine months ... upto ... has delivered a son, went
quickly, swiftly, rapidly, speedily towards king Seniya, and greeted king Seniya with (the
cries of) ‘Victory, Triumph’, and raising their folded hands formed by palms towards the
head, said thus :-
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“Thus, indeed, beloved of gods, queen Dharini, after (the passing of) nine months
... upto ... has delivered a son. We report that (matter) joyful (or dear) to (you) the
beloved of gods ; let there be joy for you (or be it a joy for you).”” Then that king Seniya
hearing and listening to this matter from those personal attendants became glad and
joyful, entertained and honoured those personal attendants with sweet words and with
abundant flowers, perfumes, garlands and ornaments, removed their state of slavery
(lit.washed their heads), bestowed (on them a grant of) maintenance lasting upto sons
and grand-sons, and dismissed them.
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Then that king Seniya, in the morning time, summoned the household servants and
thus said to them :- ‘“Make haste, beloved of gods, to render the city of Rayagiha, slightly
sprinkled ... upto ... full of sounds (of songs, etc.) everywhere, to set free the prisoners, and
to increase the measures of volume and weight, and bring back the report of this order’ ;
... (they) brought back (the report). Then that king Seniya summoned 18 members of the



castes of potter, etc. and their sub-castes, and thus said to them,
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““Go, beloved of gods, and hold properly, in the city of Rayagiha, within and without,
the birth-day festival for ten days ; in it, there would be no (payment of) toll and tax, no
entrance of constables (or royal officers) (in the houses of citizens), no fine, no exaction (of
money), no pressing of debt, and no improper debt ; in it, the drums will never be cast
aside and the chaplets and garlands (or garlands of flowers) will never be allowed to get
faded ; in it, excellent harlots and actors would throng and many clappers (or persons
displaying concerts) would haunt ; and it would be charming due to excessive merriment
and sports ; and bring back the report of this order.”” They did (the same) and brought back
(the report) in the same way.
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Then that king Seniya seated, facing the east, on the excellent throne, in the outer
audience-hall, offered in hundreds, thousands, and hundreds and thousands, sacrifices (or
worships), gifts, and distributions or portions, and received back himself ; thus he stayed.
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Then his (i.e.child’s) mother and father, on the first day, held a birth-day rite, on the
second day, showed (to the child) the sun and the moon, and thus when the performance of
rites like birth-day-rite of impurity was over and when the twelth day came, they (i.e. the
parents) caused to be prepared abundant food, drink, sweet-meats and dainties, and invited
(their) friends, kinsmen, kinsfolkmen, men of their own family (or stock), relatives, ser-
vants, and army (-men), many heads of the guild... Then they took their bath, performed
domestic offerings (to the deities) and put (on their bodies the auspicious marks of) col-
lyrium ... upto ... decked (their bodies) with all ornaments, and (at the time of dining), in a
very big dining-hall (or pendal), along with friends, kins, heads of the guild ... tested,
enjoyed, shared, and feasted upon that abundant food, drink, sweat-meats and dainties ;
thus they did.



(¢0) wa = v fagtfa MRyt 7 o FEen 7= Siean THEs d
; . e o = o Sy o -
FIOI 2 7 U SATE]—<Tg] U] 37Fg $HEH QTR TeWed&d </ THIVEH 3ThiaHeg Slach
UIRSU T IS U1 3TE GRU Hg AU Ug | T8 GUH STHTIURN STIHATES 0] Turf-ehus)
TS hifd WL 3 |

When they had dined and returned (to the drawing-room) after meals, having washed

their mouths, purified themselves and become completely clean, they entertained and
honoured those friends, kins, kinsfolkmen of their own family (or stock), relations, atten-
dants, army (-men) and many heads of guild ... upto ..., with abundant flowers, garments,
perfumes, garlands and ornaments, and thus said :- “‘In so far as, while this child of ours
was in the womb (of the mother), there arose the longing for untimely clouds, let therefore
this child of ours be of the name Meha, by name Meha.”” (Thus) the mother and the father
of that child bestowed this, of such sort, name -- Meha -- a name derivative and based on
(his) qualities.
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Then that child Meha was attended upon by five (types of) nurses, viz., milk-nurse,
bath-nurse, play-nurse, nurse for (dress and) adorning, and nurse for fondling on lap, and
also by many other hunch-back women, kirata women, dwarfwomen, mishappen women,
women from babbara (country), bausis, joniyas, palhavis, isinis, dhoruniginis, lasiyas, lausiyas,
damilies (i.e. women from dravida country), simhalis, arabis, pulindis, pakkanis, bahalis,
murandis, sabaris, parasis, (women) from diverse lands, adorned with foreign (garb, etc.),
understanding gesture, inner thought and desire (of others), wearing raiment taken from
their own countries’ fashion, skillful and clever, and well trained ; and (the child) was also
surrounded by a circle of maids, bands of eunuchs, chamberlains and elderly men-servants.
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The child was passed from hand to hand, was placed (lit.enjoyed) on lap after, was
sung to, was caressed (or fondled), and was made to walk on charming jewelled floors, and
thus he grew comfortably like a campaga tree close to a mountain cavern sheltered from
wind and harm. Then that child Meha’s mother and father, in due order, performed the rites
of naming, feeding, and so also walking and tonsure (or tuft of the hair on the crown of the
head and initiation), with great pomp, splendour and festivity.
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Then, when that young Meha was a little over eight years of age, the mother and

father brought him, in his 8" year since conception, during an auspicious Tithi, Karana, and
hour, to a teacher of arts. Then that teacher of arts trained and taught young Meha, the 72
arts beginning with writing, with arithmetic as the prominent and ending with cries of birds,
in their text, purport and practice ;
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(the 72 arts) viz. -- 1) writing, 2) arithemetic, 3) impersonation, 4) dancing, 5)
singing, 6) playing upon musical instruments, 7) vocal music, 8) playing upon drums, 9)
music of cymbals, 10) gambling, 11) public oratory (or skillful conversation with people),
12) playing with dice, 13) play of eight square-board (of chess), 14) duties of city police,
15) mixing of water with clay, 16) rules of (preparing) food, 17) of drink, 18) of garments,
19) of besmearing, 20) (and) of (arranging) bed, 21) (composition in) Arya (metre), 22)
riddles, 23) Magahiya, 24) Gaha (verses), 25) ballads (or lyrics), 26) versification, 27)
preparation of unwrought gold and 28) wrought gold, 29) and of powder, 30) rules of
ornaments 31) toileting (or attiring) of damsels, 32) (characteristic) features of women, 33)
of men, 34) of horses, 35) of elephants, 36) of bulls, 37) of cocks, 38) of umbrellas, 39) of
staffs (or staves), 40) of swords, 41) of gems, 42) and of Kagini (gem), 43) lore or science
of building, 44) measurement (or planning) of camps and 45) of cities, 46) column of army
47) counter-column, 48) flying (or moving) column 49) counter flying column, 50) wheel-
column, 51) eagle-column, 52) cart-column, 53) fighting, 54) heavy fighting, 55) supreme
fighting, 56) bone-fighting, 57) fist-fighting, 58) arm-fighting, 59) branch-(or cane-) fight-
ing, (or club-fighting), 60) arrow-shooting, 61) wielding of the sword, 62) science of ar-
chery, 63) casting of unwrought gold and 64) of wrought gold, 65) play with threads, 66)
with cells (or pebbles), 67) and with lotus-stalks, 68) engraving leaves, 69) engraving
bracelets, 70) giving life, 71) taking away life, and 72) bird’s cries.
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Then that teacher of the arts, after training and teaching young Meha the 72 arts



beginning with writing, with arithmetic as the prominent, and ending with the cries of birds,
in (their) text, purport, and practice, brought him near (his) mother and father. Then the
mother and father of young Meha entertained and honoured the teacher of the arts with
sweet words, ample garments, perfumes, garlands and ornaments, and bestowed on him a
liberal gift of gladness of life-long worth and sent him away.
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Then that young Meha showed himself (to be) (lit.had become) learned in 72 arts,
with the slumbering nine organs (now fully) awakened ; he was well-versed in the vernacu-
lar languages (current) in eighteenfold modes (or ways), fond of song, and accomplished in
music and dance ; he was able to fight (riding) on horse (-back), on elephant (-back), in a
chariot, and with his arms, and to box (lit.to crush) with arms ; he became completely ripe
for enjoyment ; and he was bold and moved (even) during night (-time).
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Then the mother and father of that prince Meha noted that Meha is well versed in 72
arts ... upto ... moves (even) during night (-time), and (then) caused to be built eight
excellent places ; the places were lofty, towering, and glittering (lit.as if laughing through
their mass of white lustre) ; they were figured with the patterns of gems, gold and jewels ;
they possessed victorious vafjayanti banners fluttering (or wafted) in the wind, and umbrel-
las upon umbrellas ; they were very high, with their tops (lit.peaks) scraping the sky ; the
latticed work (in the windows) was of jewels, and (hence) they appeared as if shining
through a cage ; their domes (or vaults) were of gem and gold ; in them there bloomed
hundred-petalled and pundariya lotuses ; they were decked worshipfully with tilaya gems
(or marks and jewels) and crescent (-shaped jewels), and were adorned with festoons made
of diverse gems ; they were smooth within and without, were carpeted with sand of golden

lustre, and were pleasant of touch, charming in form, comforting ... upto ... comely.
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The parents also caused to be constructed a big mansion ; it was supported by many
hundreds of pillars, with statues (or dolls) placed for pleasure ; it had a lofty and well-built
diamond altar and arches, with columns of fine beryl set up in due union, distinction and
delightfulness, with excellently made (or exceedingly pleasant) status ; it was studded with
diverse gems, gold and gems, and (hence) was resplendent ; its ground-space was very



level, properly demarcated, ample and charming ; it was figured with the patterns of wolves
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it was encircled by an adamantine terrace (or altar) resting upon pillars, and was
lovely ; it was furnished with a pair of vidyadharas arranged in a line in the form of a
machine ; it was encircled with thousands of lustres ; it was furnished with thousands of
pictures (or silver coins); it was glittering and glistening ; it was dazzling to the vision of the
eye, pleasant of touch, and charming in shape ; its domes (or vaults) were studded with
gold, gems and jewels ; its tops were decked with five-coloured banners of various fash-
ions, bells beings prominent in them ; it emitted forth a mass (lit.armour) of white rays ; it
was cleaned by besmearing and white-washing ... upto ..., it was as if perfume incarnate,
comfortable, shapely (lit.fit to be seen), attractive, and comely.
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Then the mother and father of that prince Meha made prince Meha accept, on one and
the same day, during an auspicious (lit.fine) tithi, karana, constellation and hour, the hands
of eight excellent princesses sprung from similar royal families, equal (to him), of the same
age, of similar beauty, and possessing the same loveliness, complexion, youth and accom-
plishments (or excellences or virtues), with ornaments on eight limbs, with kissing by ladies
whose husbands were alive, with auspicious things (like curds, rice-seeds, etc.) (or auspi-
cious songs), and with good blessings. Then the mother and father of that Meha offered this,
of such sort, gift of gladness :-
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eight crores of unwrought gold, eight crores of wrought gold (--to be stated in accor-
dance with the contents of the gathas -- ... upto ...) female messengers (or women to make
concerts or shows), and in addition, much more present store of real precious property of
wealth, gold, jewels, gems, pearls, conches, coral, and rubbies, sufficient ... upto ... (to
last) even upto the seventh generation of the family, to be given at free will, to be enjoyed
at free will, and to be shared at free will.
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Then that prince Meha gave to each of his wives one crore of unwrought gold, one
crore of wrought gold ... upto ... one female messenger (or one woman to make shows or
concerts), and in addition, ample wealth, gold ... upto ... to be shared (at free will). Then
that prince Meha used to sit on the top-floor (or terrace) of his excellent palace and passed
his time (having before him) plays of thirty two performers, (enacted) with (the music of)
the ringing drums played by excellent damsels.
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At that time, at that period, the ascetic Lord Mahavira, wandering in due course,
passing from village to village, journeying pleasantly, came to the city of Rayagiha and to
the sanctuary Gunasilaya ... upto ..., and stayed ... . Then, in the city of Rayagiha, at
triangular places, junctions of three and four roads, squares, there arose a very great din of
people ... upto ... (and) many uggas, bhogas ... upto ... went forth, right through the midst
of the city of Rayagiha, by the same way, and in the same direction. Now, that prince Meha
was sitting on the top-floor of his excellent palace (having before him the play) with the
music of ringing drums ... upto ..., enjoying human pleasures, and looking down upon this
very road, and thus was he staying. Then that prince Meha seeing those many uggas, bhogas

... upto ... going forth in the same direction, summoned a chamberlain and thus said :-
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“Is there, beloved of gods, to day, in the city of Rayagiha, a festivity (in honour) of
indra or of skanda, and so also (in honour) of rudra, $iva, vaisravana, naga, yaksa,
ghosts, river, lake, trees, shrines, hills, or a pilgrimage to parks and mountains, (so) that
many uggas, bhogas ... upto ... are going forth by the same way in the same direction ?”’
Then that chamberlain having come to learn the news of the arrival of the ascetic Lord
Mahavira said to prince Meha :*‘There is not indeed, beloved of gods, today, in the city
of Rayagiha, a festivity (in honour of) Indra or upto ... are going forth by the same way,

in the same direction. Thus, verily, beloved of gods, the ascetic Lord Mahavira, the



maker of the first teaching, the maker of the Passage, has come here in the city of
Rayagiha, in the sanctuary Gunasilays, after taking a proper residence.”
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Then that prince Meha, hearing and listening to this matter from the chamberlain,
became glad and delighted, summoned the household servants and thus said :-‘‘make haste,
beloved of gods, to bring a four-belled horse-chariot harnessed’ ... upto ..., (they) brought.
Then that prince Meha took his bath ... upto ..., decked himself with all ornaments, mounted
the horse-chariot with four bells, with an umbrella garlanded with korenta flowers held
(over him), and surrounded by a numerous attendant throng of warriors, he went forth,
right through the midst of the city of Rayagiha, towards the sanctuary Gunasillaya,

(%8 ATl THURE WSl TR SRSt USHEUSH fasaTg@mol ST 3

< SATTIH ITHE R T AT OGS T=aiegs R A1 G0 W HEER Gfagul
S Eer S S, e el , =

. i : e i . SN AT |

and (there) saw umbrellas upon umbrellas and banners upon banners for the ascetic
Lord Mahavira and observed vidyadharas, caranas, and the gods jambhayas flying down
(from the sky); then he alighted from the horse-chariot with four bells and approached the
ascetic Lord Mahavira, in the fivefold manner of approach, viz. 1) abandoning the use of
objects that have life in them, 2) not abandoning (but keeping properly and at a proper
place) non-living objects, 3) placing tidily the upper garment on one side (or shoulder), 4)
folding the hands as soon as the eyes meet (the holy person), and 5) concentrating the
mind.
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Then he went there where the ascetic Lord Mahavira was, thrice circumambulated

the ascetic Lord (Mahavira) from right to right, saluted and paid obeisence, and with folded
hands, modestly waited before the ascetic Lord (Mahavira), neither very near nor very far,
desirous of listening (to him) and respecting him. Then the ascetic Lord Mahavira, in the
presence (lit.amidst) of prince Meha and that very vast, big congregation, preached various
religious doctrines as follows -- how the souls are fettered, released and afflicted. (-- Here,

the religious sermon is to be stated .. upto ... the congregation went back).
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Then that prince Meha, hearing and listening to the religion from the ascetic Lord
Mahavira, became glad and joyful, thrice walked round the ascetic Lord Mahavira from
right to right, saluted and paid obeisance, and thus said :-*‘I believe, Sir, in the niggantha
doctrine ; so also I trust, I like and I respect, Sir, (p.25) the niggantha doctrine. This is so,
Sir ; this is true ; this is quite true (lit.not false) ; this is agreeable (desirable) ; this is
acceptable Sir ; this is agreeable and acceptable, Sir ; that is as you have said. But, now,
beloved of gods, I will bid farewell to (my) mother and father, and then shaving my head I
will became a monk (or will enter into the monastic order).”
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“If it please you, beloved of gods, have no obstacle (i.e. make no stay)’’, (said
Mahavira). Then that prince Meha saluted and paid obeisance to the ascetic Lord (Mahavira),
went there where the horse-chariot with four bells was, mounted the horse-chariot with
four bells, and with a numerous throng of warriors, he went, right through the midst of the
city of Rayagiha, towards his own palace ; (there) he alighted from (the horse-chariot with)
four bells, and went there where (his) mother and father were, prostrated at the feet of
mother and father, and said thus :-
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“Thus indeed, mother and father, I listened to the religion from the ascetic Lord
Mahavira, and that religion is agreeable, acceptable and pleasing to me.”” Then the mother
and father of that Meha said thus :-‘“You are fortunate, son ; you are fulfilled ; you have
your end won ; your tokens are accomplished, child ; for, you have heard the religion from
the ascetic Lord Mahavira. And that religion is agreeable, acceptable and pleasing (to
you)”’. Then that prince Meha twice and thrice, spoke thus to (his) mother and father :-
“Thus indeed, mother and father, I listened to the religion from the ascetic Lord Mahavira,
and that religion is agreeable, acceptable and pleasing to me. Now, I wish, mother and
father, with your permission, to shave my head in the presence of the ascetic Lord Mahavira,



and to go from the household life into the order of the houseless monks”’.
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Then that queen Dharini, hearing and listening to that unpleasant, unlovely, unkind,
unacceptable, unwinsome, never heard before, harsh, speech, was overcome by this, of
such type, great mental grief for the son ; her limbs became wet with sweat arising in the
root-cells of the hair and dripping (from there) ; her body tembled due to the burden of
grief ; she became lustreless ; her face became woeful and downcast ; her body became
faint and powerless at that very moment, like a lotus-wreath crushed in the palm of the
hand ; she became devoid of loveliness and of brilliance and with splendour gone ; her
ornaments became loose ; her bright (lit.white) bracelets fell off, scattered (on the ground)
and broke into pieces, and her upper garment dropped away (or slipped down) ;
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her delicate tresses of hair were dishevelled ; her consciousness (being) vanished in a

swoon, she (i.e. her body) became heavy, and like a campaga creeper lopped down by an
axe, or like a flag-staff (in honour) of Indra whose joining bonds are set free, when the
festival is over, she fell with a crash (lit.with ‘dhas’ sound) in aheap, upon the paved floor.
Then that queen Dharini was besprinkled over speedily by the harem-attendants with a pure
shower of cool water issuing from the mouth of a golden pitcher which was hastily poured
out ; and thus her limbs and body were rendered cool ; she was refreshed with breezes
produced from swaying hand-fans of palm-leaf bearing water-drops ; then, besprinkling her
breasts with showers of tears falling like strings of pearls, pitiable, downcast and woeful,
weeping, wailing, pining, grieving, and lamenting, she thus spoke to prince Meha :-
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““You are, child, our only son, agreeable, beloved, dear, winsome, acceptable,sturdy,

trustworthy, esteemed, honoured, approved, like a casket of treasures, gem (or delighting),



as if a gem, inspiring (our) life, creating delight to (our) hearts, and rear like the udumbars
flower even for hearing, much more for seeing. Truly, son, we do not desire to bear even
for a moment separation from you. So, do enjoy, son, ample human pleasures as long as we
live ; then afterwards, when we will have passed away, and you will have been ripe of age
and concerned no longer for the task of (carrying onwards) the succession of the family-line
(already) increased, you may shave your head in the presence of the ascetic Lord Mahavira
and enter into the order of houseless monks, from that of household life’’.
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Then that prince Meha thus bidden by (his) mother and father thus said to the mother
and father :-*‘It is as you tell me. mother, ... ‘you are our only son ... the same ... upto ...
concerned no longer ... of the ascetic ... may enter into the order (of houseless ascetics)’.
(But) thus indeed, mother and father, human life is unsteady (or unsure), uncertain (or
undetermined), transitory (or inconstant), overcome by the assaults of hundreds of calami-
ties (or difficulties), fickle like the lightning-flash, non-permanent, like a bubble of water,
similar to a drop (of water) on the point of (the blade of) kusa (grass), like the colour in the
evening-sky, comparable to the vision of a dream, possessing the qualities of rot, fall and
dissolution, and sooner or later perforce (lit.necessarily) to be abandoned.
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(Hence) who is that who knows, mother and father, who will go first and who will go
after ? I desire, therefore, mother and father, permitted by you, in the presence of the
ascetic Lord Mahavira ... upto ... to accept monkhood”. Then the mother and father thus
spoke to that prince Meha :- “‘(Here) are, child, these your wives equal to you, similar in
complexion, of the same age, possessing the same loveliness, beauty, youth and virtues,
and sprung from equal royal families ; with them, therefore, son, enjoy abundant human
pleasures ; afterwards, when you have experienced enjoyments, (you may) ... of the ascetic
.. upto ... accept monkhood”’.
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Then that prince Meha thus spoke to (his) mother and father :- *‘It is as you tell me
thus, mother and father, that there are these (my wives) equal to me ... upto ... (I may) take
to asciticism. (But) thus really, mother and father, human pleasures are impure, inconstant,
streaming with vomit, with bile, with phlegm, with semen, and with blood, foul in inward
and outward breath, and too much filled with hideous urine, excretion and pus ; they
originate from excretion, urine, phlegm, muscus, vomit, bile, semen and blood ; they are
unstable, non-satisfactory, inconstant and subject to the qualities of rot, fall and destruction,
and sooner or later perforce to be forsaken. Who is that (who knows), mother and father ...
upto ... (I desire) to enter into the order (of houseless monks)’’.
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Then the mother and father thus addressed that prince Meha :- ““This is, son, your
very much, unwrought gold and wrought gold coming from (your) grandfather, great grand-
father, great great-grand-father (lit.great grandfather of your father), and pewter, (fine)
garments, and present store of real precious property of gems, pearls, conches, coral and
rubies sufficient ... upto ... even upto the seventh generation of family, to be given at free
will, to be enjoyed at free will, and to be shared at free will. Do enjoy, therefore, child, the
abundant full store of (rich) prosperity and entertainment proper for man. The afterwards,
when you have enjoyed (your) fotune ... upto ... (you may) ... of the ascetic ... accept
monkhood”’.
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Then that prince Meha thus spoke to (his) mother and father :- *‘It is as you tell,
mother and father, that this (is) my (gold) ... (come from) grandfather, great grandfather ...
upto ...; then afterwards, (I may), when I have enjoyed the fortune, take to asceticism. (But)
thus really, mother and father, unwrought gold and ... upto ... present store ... (are) prey of
(or subject to) fire, of thieves, of kings, of heirs, and of death, and common to fire ... upto
.. death and are subject to the qualities of rot, fall and dissolution, and sooner or later
perforce to be deserted. Who is he that knows, mother and father, who (will go) first ... . I
wish, therefore ... upto ... to go into the order (of houseless monks)’’.
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Then, when the mother and father of that prince Meha were not able to persuade
(lit.to declare, to discourse, to address, to request) or to prevail upon the prince Meha with
many declarations, discourses, addresses and entreaties in accord with sensual pleasures,
they spoke (to him) thus, with discourses contrary to sensual pleasures, (and yet) arousing
fear and horror (lit.disgust) of (ascetic) discipline (lit.control) :-
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“This niggantha doctrine is child, true, unequalled (or sublime), absolute (or pro-

pounded by the omniscient), perfect, logical, and very pure ; it cuts the arrows (or darts) ;
it is a path of (highest) accomplishment, a path of release, a path of perfection, a path of
salvation (lit.extinction), and a path devoid of all grief ; it is single (or absolute) in its view
like a snake ; it is single of edge like a razor ; it is as barleycorns of iron to chew ; it is
tasteless like a morsel of sand ; it is like the great river Ganga (for one who wants to go)
against its current, it is hard to traverse like crossing the ocean with (the help of) the arms
; it is sharp to tread and heavy to support ; and like the sword-edge (to walk upon) is the
observance (thereof).
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To the niggantha monks, son, it is not allowed to eat or drink fare specially prepared

(for a begging monk after his arrival at a house), nor fare specially meant (for the monks),
nor fare prepared after buying, nor fare specially set aside, nor fare specially cooked, nor
faminefood (i.e. food made ready for monks, during the famine), nor forest-food, nor rain-
food (i.e. food prepared for monks at the time of the rainy season), nor sickness-food (i.e.
food prepared for sick monks), nor fare of roots, of bulbs, of fruits, of seeds, nor of green
vegetables. Yor are, son, accumstomed to (lit.proper for) comfort (lit.pleasure) and not to
discomfort ; and you will not be able to duly bear (or suffer) cold, nor heat, nor hunger, nor
thirst ; (you will not be able to duly bear) diverse distempers and diseases of wind, of bile,
of phlegm and of the combine humours, (the troubles from) the high and low wicked people
in villages (or various harms of senses), as they arise (or become serious). So do enjoy, son,
the human pleasures ; then afterwards, when you have enjoyed pleasures ... upto ... (you

may) ... of the ascetic ... take to asceticism”.
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Then that prince Meha thus bidden by (his) mother and father thus spoke to (his)
mother and father :-“‘It is as you tell me, mother and father, that this niggantha doctrine is
true, unequalled ... and again the same ... upto ..., then afterwards, when I have enjoyed, (I
may) ... of the ascetic ... upto ... accept monkhood. (But) thus really, mother and father, the
niggantha doctrine is hard to practice for the feeble, uncourageous (or fearful), wights (or
wretched persons) who are attached to this world and who do not desire for the next world,
and for ordinary (common) folk, and not for the valiant (or courageous) who have decided
and determined. What is here that is difficult to practise ? I desire, therefore, mother and
father, permitted by you ... of the ascetic ... to go into the order (of houseless monks)’.
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Then, when the mother and father were unable to persuade (lit.to declare, to dis-
course, to address or to request) that prince Meha, with many declarations, discourses,
addresses and entreaties, in accord with sensual pleasures and also contrary to the sense-
enjoyment, they said unwillingly to prince Meha thus, ‘“We wish, child, to see you in royal
state (lit.your royal glory) at least for one day”’. Then that prince Meha yielding to his
mother and father stood silent. Then that king Seniya summoned the household servants
and thus spoke to them :
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““make haste, beloved of gods, to prepare for prince Meha a lavish royal coronation-

ceremony of great richness, worth and splendour”. Then those household servants ... upto
.. prepared in the same way. Then that king Seniya surrounded by many heads of guilds,
commanders of army ... performed a very great royal anointment-ceremony over prince

Meha, with all kinds of waters from 108 pitchers of gold and so also of silver, of gold



and silver, of gems, of gold and jewels, of silver and gems, of gold and silver and gems, and
of clay with all kinds of clay, of flowers, of perfumes, of garlands, of herbs, and with white
mustard, in full splendour, brilliance and might, ... upto ..., with noise, sound and din of
drums ; and raising ... the palms of hands ... said thus :
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“Victory, Victory (to you), delightful one : Triumph, Triumph (to you), blessed one :
Victory (to you), delightful one : Hapiness (to you). Conquer the unconquered (things) ;
protect the conquered (things) : dwell amidst the conquered ; defeat the undefeated ;
protect the defeated of the enemy’s party and friends’ party, ... upto ... be like Bharata to
the men ..., (and stay enjoying) authority over the city of Rayagiha, and over many other
villages, mining settlements and towns ... upto ... settlements’’. Thus saying, (they) uttered
cries of ‘Victory (to you), Triumph (to you).’
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Then that Meha became the king, and stayed ... (with) great ... . Then the mother and
father of that king Meha thus said :‘‘Say, son, what shall we give ? What shall we bestow
upon you ? or what is the desire in your heart ? What is your need (lit.thought) ?’’ Then that
king Meha thus said to (his) mother and father :*‘I desire, mother and father, to have a
brush and a (begging) bowl brought from the market of three worlds, and a barber ...
summoned’’. Then that king Seniya summoned the household servants, and said thus :
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““Go, beloved of gods, take from the treasury three hundred thousand (coins) ; with
two hundred thousand (coins) (buy and) bring a brush and a (begging) bowl from the
market of the three worlds, and with one hundred thousand (coins) summon a barber’’.
Then those household servants thus ordered by king Seniya became glad and delighted,
took three hundred thousand (coins) from the treasury, (bought and) brought with two
hundred thousand (coins) a brush and a (begging) bowl from the market of the three
worlds, and with one hundred thousand (coins) summoned a barber.
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Then that barber summoned by those household servants became glad ... upto ...
heart, took his bath, performed the domestic offerings, put on his body auspicious marks of
collyrium and performed propitiatory rites, elegantly dressed (himself) with clothes pure
and proper for a visit to respectable persons, decked his body with few (but) precious
ornaments, and went there where king Seniya was, and folding his hands thus said to king
Seniya :
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“Order (me), beloved of gods, what is to be done by me’’. Then that king Seniya thus
spoke to the barber : ““Go, beloved of gods, wash (your) hands and feet to perfect cleanli-
ness with fragrant perfumed water ; wrap your face with a white cloth with four folds, and
cut off the ends of prince Meha’s hair proper for monkhood, except for a space of four
fingers’’. Then that barber thus bidden by the king Seniya became glad ... upto ... heart ...
upto ... promised obedience ; he washed his hands and feet with fragrant perfumed water,
wrapped his face with a clean cloth, and with exceeding care cut off the ends of prince

Meha’s hair proper for monkhood, save for a space of four fingers.
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Then the mother of that prince Meha received the ends of the hair in a precious,

swan-shaped (or having a figure of swan on it) robe, washed them with fragrant perfumed
water, besmeared them with fresh gosisa sandal, wrapped them in a white cloth, and laid
them in a jewel-casket, and placed (this) in a box ; and then pouring forth tears resembling
necklaces, showers of rain, sinduvara flowers or broken pearl-strings, and weeping and
wailing and lamenting, she spoke thus :
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“This will be our last sight of prince Meha in prosperity, in festivals, in birth (-
ceremonies), in tithis, in festivities, in worships (lit.sacrifice), in the days of the moon’s

change.” “‘Saying so, she placed it (i.e. the box) down beneath a cushion. Then, the mother



and father of that prince Meha asked to place a throne descending to the north, twice and
thrice bathed prince Meha with (water from) white and yellow (i.e. silver and golden)
pitchers, rubbed his limbs with downy, soft and perfumed red garment, besmeared his
limbs with fresh gosisa sandal,
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wrapped him in a fine (padu) swan-shaped robe that might be lifted by the breath from
the nose ..., tied (round him) a necklace (of 18 strings), a necklace (of 9 strings), and so
also a necklace (of 1 string), a pearl necklace, a gold necklace, a jewel necklace, a pending
ornament, a drooping (or hanging) ornament reaching the feet, ristlets, bracelets, upper
armlets, armlets (or arm-jewels), singnet-rings for ten fingers, a waist-strings, ear-rings,
crest-jewel, a diadem studded with gems and a divine chaplet of flowers, and laid on him
sweet-scented perfume of sandal from Malaya (mountain) strained through daddara. Then
(they) decked and adorned that prince Meha, like the kalpa tree, with a four-fold knotted,
wreathed filled and entwined garland.” Then that king Seniya summoned the household
servants, and thus said :

(%33) T ot Zamyfoyan | sorrayEaHHfas Sotamameufmm
55. fgﬁ o fﬁgﬁﬁﬁé’ﬁ .ﬁg S : f§F§°
oSS aSIaS TUd o= et aHTRuI Y FaHaeaehicd THemm fHfsremor

‘““Make haste, beloved of gods, to promptly, swiftly, hastily and speedily bring a

palanquin (fit) to be carried by a thousand monk ; -(the palanquin)- set with many hundreds
of pillars, with statuettes (or dolls) placed in it for sport, variously figured with the patterns
of wolves, bulls, horses, men, crocodiles, birds, snakes, kinnaras, rurus, sarabhas, camaras,
elephants, forest-creepers, lotuses, and creepers (or lotus-creepers), with sweet and at-
tractive (jingling) sounds issuing from rows of bells, auspicious, lovely, and comely, equipped
with (lit.surrounded by) a network of small bells with glistening gems, and jewels skillfully
studded, encircled by a raised adamantine alter and (hence) charming, furnished with a
mechanical device (or contrivance) (in the form of a pair) of Vidyadharas arranged in a line,
encompassed by thousands of rays, possessing thousands of pictures, glittering and glisten-
ing, dzzling to the vision of the eye, pleasant of touch, and glorious in shape”.
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Then those household servants became glad and joyful ... upto ... brought (it). Then
that prince Meha mounted the litter and sat down upon an excellent throne, facing the east.
Then that prince Meha’s mother took her bath, performed domestic offerings ... upto ...
adorned her body with few (yet) precious ornaments, mounted the palanquin, and sat down
on a fine seat at the right side of Prince Meha. Then that prince Meha’s foster-mother taking
the brush and the (begging) bowl mounted the litter and sat down upon a fine seat at the left
side of prince Meha.
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Then an excellent young lady, with charming dress which was as if an abode of erotic
emotions, expert in appropriate (sarigaya) gait (gaya), laughter, talk, gesture (or standing),
amorous graces (or coquetry of glances), (graceful) converse, and address, and skilled in
(showing) proper courtesies, with twin breasts, like a pair of chaplets, that were round,
portruding, plump, pleasant (or delighting) and closely joined, took an umbrella garlanded
with korenta flowers, and white, similar in lustre to snow, silver, kunda flower or the moon,
and stood gracefully bearing it, behind that prince Meha.
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Then two excellent young damsels with charming attire which was as if the abode of
amour ... upto ... skilled in ... mounted that litter of prince Meha, and taking chowries that
were soft, fine, and long of hair, with variegated staves glittering with diverse gems, gold,
jewels and precious refined gold, refulgent, similar in lustre to conch, kunda flower, water-
drop, churned nectar, mass of foam, and stood gracefully bearing them, on both sides of
prince Meha.
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Then an excellent young damsel (with charming clothes which were as if) the abode of
amour ... upto ... skillful ... mounted the palanquin, and taking a fan of palm-leaves, with its

pure handle studded with moon-stones, diamonds and beryals, stood in front of prince



Meha, towards the east. Then an excellent young lady ... upto ... beautiful, mounted the
litter of that prince Meha, and taking a lustrous (lit.white) pitcher of silver filled with pure
water and shaped like the big mouth of an elephant in rut, stood on the south-eastern side
of prince Meha. Then the father of that prince Meha summoned the household servants and
thus spoke to them :
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‘“Make haste, beloved of gods, to summon a thousand goodly young domestic men (or
waiting-men) who are alike, similar in complexion, equal in age, and decked with orna-
ments of one kind and carrying uniform implements or equipment (nijjoya)’’ ... upto ...
(they) summoned. Then those goodly young domestic men summoned by the household
servants of king Seniya became glad, batched themselves ... upto ... decked themselves with
ornaments of one kind, and carrying uniform equipment, came there where king Seniya
was, and thus said to king Seniya : ‘“Command (us), beloved of gods, what is to be done by
us’’. Then that king Seniya thus spoke to those thousand goodly young waiting-men :
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““Go, beloved of gods, and carry prince Meha’s palanquin (fit) to be carried by a
thousand men”’. Then the thousand fine young domestic men thus ordered by the king
Seniya, became glad and started to carry prince Meha’s palanquin (fit) to be carried by
thousand persons. Then in front of that prince Meha, as he was riding upon the litter (fit) to
be carried by a thousand men, there went firstly, in due order, these eight (symbols of)
auspicious things, viz., sotthiya, sirivaccha, nandiyavatta, vaddhamanaga, a fine seat, a
pitcher, fish, and mirror ... upto ... many desirous of wealth ... upto ... with those agreeable

.. upto ... constantly congratulating and praising, ... and thus said :
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“Victory, Victory (to you), delightful one : Triumph, Triumph (to you), blessed one :




Victory, Victory (to you), delightful one : Blessedness to you. Conquer the unconquered,
the sense-organs ; preserve the won-over, the ascetic religion ; and after conquering the
obstacles, stay, O king, amidst perfection ; smite with penances the wrestlers (in the form
of) attachment (passion) and hatred ; with your mail (or loin-cloth) stoutly framed of
patience (or courage) crush the enemy, the eight Karmas ; by the best white Meditation
seize carefully the pure or free from ignorance (lit.devoid of darkness), unequalled, abso-
lute knowledge ; and win (lit. go to) redemption, the highest, permanent and firm place,
after killing, without any fear from sufferings and vexations, the host of sufferings. May
there be no hindrance in your (practice of) religion’ . Thus saying, (they) uttered again and
again cries of good auspices and victory. Then that prince Meha went forth right through the
midst of the city of Rayagiha, took his way towards the sanctuary Gunasilaya, and (then)
alighted from the palanquin (fit) to be carried by a thousand men.
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Then the mother and father of that prince Meha led forward prince Meha there where
the ascetic Lord Mahavira from right to right, saluted and paid obeisance, and thus said :
“This is, beloved of gods, prince Meha, our only son, agreeable, beloved ... upto ...
inspiring our life, delighter of our hearts, and rare like the udumbara flower even for
hearing, much more for seeing. Just as the blue lotus or the day-lotus or the night-lotus,
though born in mire and grown in water, (yet) is not stained with the defilement of mud or
of water, so also prince Meha, (though) born in love (or desire or passion) and grown
amidst enjoyment, is not stained with the defilement of love (or passion) or of enjoyment.
He is, beloved of gods, stricken with terror of the life’s wanderings and is fearful of birth
and death, and desires to shave his head before you (lit.beloved of gods) and to go from
household life into the order of the houseless monks. (Hence) we are bestowing on you
(lit.beloved of gods) the gift (lit.alms) of a disciple”.
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Then the ascetic Lord Mahavira thus requested by the mother and father of prince
Meha duly consented to this matter. Then that prince Meha departed, from the presence of
the ascetic Lord Mahavira, to the north-eastern direction, and he himself cast aside (his)
ornaments, garlands and finery. Then the mother of that prince Meha received (those)
ornaments, garlands and finery in a swan-shaped robe, and pouring forth tears like a
necklace, shower of rain, sinduvara flowers or a broken pearl-string, and weeping, wailing,
and lamenting, she said thus : ‘“You must strive, son ; you must endeavour, child ; you must
exert, son ; you must not be careless, child, in this matter. May this path be ours also’. So
saying, the mother and father of prince Meha saulted and paid obeisance to the ascetic Lord
Mahavira, and went back to that direction whence they had come forth.
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Then that prince Meha himself plucked out his hair in five handfuls, and went there
where the ascetic Lord Mahavira was, thrice walked round the ascetic Lord Mahavira from
right to right, saluted and paid obeisance and thus said : ““The world is aflame, Sir ; the
world is ablaze, Sir ; The world is aflame and ablaze, Sir, with old age and death. Just as a
householder, when (his) house is on fire, takes with him thence those treasures which are
of small mass, (yet) of great worth, and goes aside (with them, thinking), this (treasure)
which when taken out by me will be, in far or near future, in the world, for my happiness,
pleasure, welfare, bliss and safe path (or progress), so also my one (or unique), agreeable,
beloved, dear, acceptable, and pleasant treasure of self - this when kept away by me - will
be cutting away wanderings of (or empirical) life. I wish, therefore, to be taken into the
ascetic order by yourself (lit.by beloved of gods), to be given the shaving by yourself, to be
trained and to be taught by yourself, to have yourself to teach me the religion treating of
right conduct, seeking of food, discipline, fruits of discipline, observance (of vows, etc.),
practice (of seeking pure food, etc.), pilgrimage (in the form of control), and measure (=
limitation of food)”’.
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Then, the ascetic Lord Mahavira himself took prince Meha into the monastic order



and himself preached to him the religion treating of right conduct ... upto ..., (directing him
thus ‘thus, beloved of gods, you have to go, to stand, to sit, to lie, to enjoy (food and drink),
to speak, and to protect (or to show forbearance), whenever you rise up, towards breathing
things, born things, living things and animals, and never to be careless in this matter.” Then,
that prince Meha duly accepted this, of such sort, religious instruction from the ascetic Lord
Mahavira, and he accordingly walked, stood, ... upto ... showed forbearance, whenever he
rose up, towards the breathing things, born things, live things and animals, according to his
bidding.)
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(Then), in the afternoon time (or evening time) of that very day on which prince
Meha, shaving his head, entered into the monastic order from the household one, at (the
time of) the allotment of sleeping mats to the niggantha monks, according to the seniority
(aharainiyae), to the prince Meha was allotted a sleeping-mat in the vicinity of the door.
Then, in the first and latter parts of the night, when the niggantha monks were coming in
and going out for lessons (or reading), inquiries, revision, reflection over religious instruc-
tion (or matter) and for passing excretion and urine, some of them stumbled (or dashed)
against prince Meha’s hands, and so also others against his feet, head, belly or body ; some
kicked (lit.crossed) him, and others kicked him twice or thrice, while some made him
covered (or besmeared) with the particles of dust on (their) feet (or with the dust arising
due to the speedy movement of their feet). Thus, during the long night, the prince Meha
was unable to close his eyes even for a moment.
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Then, the following inner thought .. upto ... occured to that prince Meha : ““Thus,
really, I am Meha, the son of king Seniya by his queen Dharini ... upto ... (and I) have
become a monk. Now, when I was living in the house (i.e. was leading a householder’s life),
the niggantha monks used to pay attention to, to take a note of, to honour and respect me,
used to explain eight reasons, questions, fundamental principles and explanations, and used
to talk and address with agreeable, lovely words. (But) since the time I, shaving my head,
have entered into the ascetic order from the household one, the monks do not pay attention



... upto ... do not address.
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Besides, the niggantha monks, during the night, in the first and latter parts of the night,
(come in and go out) for lessons, inquiries ... upto ... ; during the long night I am unable to
shut my eyes. It is proper for me, therefore, on the morrow ... upto ... burning, to bid
farewell to the ascetic Lord Mahavira (or to take permission of the ascetic Lord Mahavira)
and to stay again in the house’’. Thus thinking, he decided (to do so), and he with his mind
full of sorrow, pain and agony passed the night which was as if a copy or a replica of the hell
; and the next day, when the night broke into very clear dawn (or morning) ... upto ...
burning, he went there where the ascetic Lord Mahavira was, thrice walked round from
right to right, saluted and paid obeisance ... upto ... waited on him.
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Then, ‘“‘Meha’, said the ascetic Lord Mahavira, and thus spoke to prince Meha :
““Surely, Meha, during the night, in the first and latter parts of the night, (you were kicked)
by the niggantha monks (coming in and going out) for lessons, inquiries, ... upto ... ; you
were, during the long night, unable to shut the eyes even for moment (muhutta). Then,
Meha, this, of such sort, inner thought ... upto ... occured to you : “When I was leading the
household life, the niggantha monks paid attention to me. (But) Since the time I, shaving my
head, entered into the ascetic order from the household one, the monks do not pay atten-
tion to ... upto ... do not take a note of me, and in addition to that, the niggantha monks,
during the night, ... some (monks coming in and going out) for lessons ... cover (me) with
the dust-particles from the feet ... . It is better for me, therefore, on the morrow, (when the
night is) manifested into dawn, taking the permission of the ascetic Lord Mahavira, to stay
again in the house.’
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Thus thinking, you decided (to go) so ; and with your mind full of sorrow, pain and

agony ... upto ... (you) passed the night, and quickly came to me here. Now, Meha, is this
matter true 77’ ‘““Yes, the matter is true’’, (replied Meha). ‘‘Truly, thus, Meha, in your past
third birth from the present one, you were, near the foot of the Veyaddha mountain, the
Lord of the elephants named Sumeruppabha, with six tusks, so named by the foresters (or
with your name avoided by the foresters) ; this lord of the elephants was white in colour,
and similar in lustre to the conch, white (lit.- bright) curds, white cloud, pure milk of cow,
the foam, or the moon ; he was seven hands in height, nine (hands) in breadth and ten
(hands) in length (lit.- expanse), with seven limbs reaching (the ground) ; he was lovely,
proportionate (in limbs), and charming in appearance ; he was high (elevated) in the front
(-portion), with head (i.e. temples) raised, and comfortable to ride ; he was like a bore in
the hind part ; he had sides like a she-goat ; his sides were neither hollow nor loose ; he had
long and drooping belly, lips and trunk (or his lips and trunk were) drooping like those of
Ganapati (lambodara) ; his excellent (visittha) back was shaped like the bow-stick (with the
bow-string tightened) ; his (other) limbs and parts were well-joined, proportionate, circular
and plump ; his tail was well-joined and proportionate ; his tortoise-like feet were perfect
and very fine ; and his twenty nails were white, very clear, glossy and without blemishes.
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There, Meha, you were surrounded by many male and female elephants, male and
female young ones (of the elephants), and male and female young elephants ; you were the
chief of a thousand elephants, the instructor (or advisor), the leader, the commander
(lit.allotter), the lord of the herd and the inspirer (lit.-mover) of the herd (group) ; and you
stayed (holding) lordship ... over many other isolated young elephants.
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Now, Meha, you were always careful, always much playful, fond of sports, interested

(lit.-engaged) in sexual enjoyment, insatiable (in sexual enjoyment), and desirous (lit.-
thirsty) of pleasures (only), and accompanied by many elephants ... ; you were allowed

scope by the foresters, near the foot of the Veyaddha mountain, to move (over or near)



hills, caves, intervening parts between hills, caverns, water-falls, streams, brooks, (or rivu-
lets), ditches (or pits), ponds, muddy pools, slopes of mountains, pools on the slopes of the
mountains, banks of rivers, banks of bad rivers (or forests), mountains broken in one of
their parts, tops, peaks, slopes (or descents), embankments (or causeways), raised places
(or table lands), forests, woods, rows of woods (or groves of trees) series of woods, rivers,
thickets (on the banks) of the rivers, habitations of (other) herds, confluences of rivers,
square-wells, lotus-ponds, oblong wells, wells irregular in size (gunjaliya), lakes, series of
lakes, interconnected rows of lakes (or series of lakes and tanks) ; and you surrounded by
many elephants ... stayed comfortably without fear and dejection, enjoying sprouts of di-
verse trees, ample water and fodder (lit.grass).
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Then, Meha, once upon a time, when the five seasons namely, rainy season with its
two varieties pausa and varisaratta, autumn, cold and spring, had duly passed ; when during
the time of the hot season, in the month of Jyestha, various (or inner) parts of the forests
were firy with the flames of the forest conflagration arising due to fire which was produced
by the friction of trees and intensified by (its) contact with dried grass (or hay), leaves and
rubbish and with wind, and (hence) very terrific ; when the quarters were filled with smoke
; when the flames (of the fire) being scattered (lit.-cut) by dashing against the speed of the
fierce storm were spreading (lit.falling) everywhere ; when the hollow trees were burning
inside ; when inner parts of the forest had the rivers and streams with their water receding
from their banks that were with foul odour due to dead (bodies of animals), with (their
original form) lost, and full of worms, and mud ; and when the diverse parts of the forest
were full of the sound of the pathetic wailing of the bhingaraka birds ; when the trees were
with very harsh and disagreeable crowing noise (vahitta) of the crows (rittha), and with their
tops red like coral ; when the swarms of birds were breathing hard due to thirst, with (their)
wings drooping, and with tongue and palate manifested, and mouth open ;
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when the excellent mountains had a banner-cloth formed of mirage and were crowded




with wild beasts that were restless due to heat, hot wind, very harsh and forcible storm, and
that were confused due to the (whirl-) wind full of dried grass, leaves and rubbish ; when
the deer, beasts and reptiles were afraid (fattha) of the storm (samvattaya) ; (at that time)
you (as the elephant) with the tip of the tongue thrust out of the opened cavity of the mouth,
with big ears made steady and ready (to listen), with the long and massive trunk contracted,
with tail raised, and surrounded by many elephants ... ran in different directions, like an
excellent king with his kingdom lost, like a small boat (violently) tossed by wind, moving in
circles like a cyclone, as if breaking the sky with proud and harsh rumbling sound, as if
shaking the surface of the earth with stamping of the feet, giving out ‘si si’ sound, breaking
everywhere and on all sides the canopies of creepers and thousands of trees, and throwing
upwards many of them, and releasing repeatedly mass of dung.
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There, Meha, you were worn out (lit.old) ; your body was distressed (lit.shattered)
with old age ; you were afflicted, hungry, thirsty, fagigued, tired, not hearing anything,
confused in gauging direction, separated from your herd, tormented by the flames of the
forest-fire, exceedingly harassed by heat, and thirst and hunger, frightened, alarmed, scared,
dejected and too much frightened ; and feeling and running in circles, everywhere and on all
sides, you descended, to drink water, in a great lake with less water (but) more mud and
without passage (or ford).
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There, you, Meha, reached the bank, but before you could reach the water, in the
middle, you sank in the mire. There, thinking ‘I will drink water’, you, Meha, stretched
your trunk ; (but) that trunk of yours could not reach the water. Then, thinking ‘I will again
(try to) lift up my body’, (and trying to do so) you, Meha, sank too deep in the mud. Then,
Meha, once, an excellent young elephant that was long back expelled out from (your) own
herd by you by beating (him) with the strokes of trunk, feet and pestle in the form of (your)
tusks approached (lit.descended) that very great lake, in order to drink water.
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Then, that young elephant saw you, remembered the former enmity, and getting
quickly irritated, full of wrath, angry and ferocious and burning (with anger) came there
where you were, and with sharp pestles (in the form) of tusks pierced you thrice on the
back, and (thus) removed the previous enmity, became glad and delighted, drank the water,
and went back to the direction whence he had come. Then, there arose, Meha, in your
body, too much (viula) pain that was firy, bitter (or troublesome) and unbearable ; and you
stayed there with a burning sensation created, and with your body as if possessing the bile-
fever.
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Then you, Meha, suffered for seven days and nights that burning ... unbearable pain ;

and after completing 120 years, the highest period of (your) life, you who were distressed,
pained and agonised were dead at the allotted time of death ; (and then) in this continent of
Jammbuddiva, in the country of Bharaha, in southern half of Bharaha (country), on the right
bank of the great river Ganga, near the foot of the Vindhya mountain, you were conceived
as a young one of the elephant in the womb of an excellent female elephant by an excellent
scent-elephant in rut. Then that female young elephant (after the completion of) nine months,
in the month of spring season delivered you.
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Then, Meha, after your release from the stay in the womb, you became a young one
of the elephant ; you were red like the red lotus and delicate, having the colour (like that)
of the japa (flower), slightly red parijata, the lac-dye, fresh saffron and the colour of the
evening sky ; you were agreeable to the chief of your herd ; your trunk rested over the
belly-region of the female elephants (that were common) like harlots ; and you who were
surrounded by many hundreds of elephants passed your time comfortably on charming

mountains and in forests.
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Then, after passing the childhood, you reached youth ; and when the head of the herd

was dead, you yourself became the chief of the herd (lit.accepted that herd). Then, you,
Meha, became Meruppabha (by name) (or like Meru mountain), the excellent elephant,
with four tusks, and with (your) name avoided by the foresters ... . There, Meha, you were



with seven limbs reaching the ground ... in the same way ... upto ... comely. There, Meha,
you enjoyed ..., the lordship of the herd of seven hundred (elephants) ... .
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Then, once upon a time, during the time of the hot season, in the month of jyestha,
when diverse parts of the forests were ablaze with the flames of the forest-fire ; when the
quarters were filled with smoke ... upto ... (you were) moving in circles like a cyclone,
fearful, distressed ... upto ... frightened ; (and then) you surrounded by many elephants and
... upto ... female young elephants ran on all sides, in every direction. Then, after seeing that
forest conflagration, an inner thought of this type ... arose in you :
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‘where have I experienced in the past, I want to know, such sort of fire (lit.production
of fire) ?° Then, Meha, taints getting purified, decisions being good, consequence (or
motive) being auspicious, and the actions that obstruct it (=memory) being partly destroyed
and partly suppressed, you gained, through (diverse processes of acquiring knowledge like)
inquiry, decision, penetration and research, the memory, on the part of the sentient beings,
of (your past) birth. Then, Meha, you correctly understood this matter - ‘Thus, indeed, in
(my) second (past) birth (from the present one), in this very continent of Jambuddiva, in the
country of Bharaha, near the foot of the mountain Veyaddha ... upto ... was seen (lit.-
experienced) by me such sort of production of fire’.
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Then, Meha, in the afternoon of that very day, you were united with your own herd.
Now, Meha, you were the elephant named Meruppabha with four tusks, and seven hands in
height ... upto ... with the memory, on the part of sentient beings, of (your past) birth. Then,
Meha, such sort of inner thought occured to you : ‘It is better for me, now, to erect, on the
right bank of the great river Ganga, near the foot of the Vindhya mountain, a very big
enclosure with (the help of) my own herd, for warding off the cause (of fear) from the

forest-conflagration’. Thus thinking, you decided to do so, and stayed comfortably.
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Then, Meha, once upon a time, at the commencement of the first part of rainy season
when big torrents of rain were falling, you, surrounded by many elephants ... upto ... young
female elephants and seven hundred elephants, erected, neither far nor near the great river
Ganga, a very big, extensive enclosure, one Yojana in circumference ;
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and whatever there was grass, leaves, wood, thorns, plants, creepers, stumps of trees
(lit.pillars), trees or bushes you shook all that thrice, lifted (or uprooted) with (your) foot,
took by the trunk and threw away, in a far away place. Then, Meha, you stayed neither far
nor near that very enclosure, on the right bank of the great river Ganga, near the foot of the
Vindhya mountain, (moving near or over other) mountains ... .
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Then, Meha, once, in the middle of the rainy season, when heavy showers of rain

were falling, you went towards that enclosure and formed a second enclosure, and thus,
also, at the termination of the rainy season when there were falling heavy torrential rains,
you went towards that enclosure and formed a third enclosure ; and whatever there was
grass ... upto ..., you stayed comfortably. Then, Meha, in the due order, the cold season
that destroys the beds of lotus-creepers, and wherein the kunda flowers and lodhra (flow-
ers) were proud, and wherein was abundance of snow, had passed ; when the new hot
season had come ;
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(at that time) you as the lord of the elephants wandered in the forests ; you were given
strokes, in mainfold ways, with lotuses by the wild female elephants ; you were adorned
with chowary like karpapiras of the flowers of (that) season and (hence) charming ; you
were odorous with the fragrance on account of fragrant rut-water that made wet the temples
blooming due to intoxication ; you were surrounded by female elephants and you had



perfect splendour owing to the season. (Now), it was the terrific time of the hot season
fierce due to (the hot) rays of the sun ; it appeared more ferocious as the excellent trees
bearing splendour were dried up ; it had terrific noise of the cries of bhingara (birds) ; in it,
diverse leaves, (wood -) sticks, grass and rubbish were thrown (or lifted) up, the sky was
pervaded (aiddha) by, and the groups of trees were shaken (aiddha) by, disagreeable

(stormy) wind ; it was very fierce due to the whirl-wind ;
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it was crowded with mainfold wild beasts that wandered as they were aftlicted by the
pinch of thirst ; it looked ferocious on account of the forest-conflagration ; and the forest-
fire was spreading in extent and intensifying due to wind ; it (i.e. forest-fire) had a variety
of very loud and very terrific sounds ; it was sprinkled over by showers of falling honey, and
hence intensified or blazed brightly, and was noisy with sound ; it contained very bright
burning sparks ; it was full of columns of smoke ; it destroyed hundreds of beasts.
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(Under these circumstances), your path was covered and obstructed by the flames,
and you were fearful of darkness due to smoke ; (then) you made your big ears steady and
ready at the sight of the heat (of the forest-fire), contracted your long and plump trunks,
and turned your bright eyes (in different directions) owing to fear ; (and) you decided to go
speedily, like a big cloud whose size is made greater being expanded (or stretched) by the
wind, there where you, with fearful heart due to the terror of the forest-fire, had formerly
made ready, for the sake of protection from the forest-conflagration, the forest-ground
(lit.ground with trees) from which grass, roots (oppaesa) and trees were removed, and (to
go) towards the enclosure. - This is one reading in the text. -
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Then, Meha, once, when the five seasons had passed in due order at the time of the
hot season, in the month of jyestha, ... by (the fire) produced by the friction of the trees ...
upto ... by the storms ; when the deer, beasts, birds and reptiles were running in every
direction, you along with those many elephants ... decided to go there where the enclosure
was. - (This is the second reading in the text).
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- There, indeed, many other lions, tigers, wolves, jaguars, bears, panthers, parasaras,
jackals, (wild) cats, dogs, boars, hares, kokantiyas, leopards and cillalas, being stricken
with terror of the fire, had already entered (into the enclosure) and were staying (there)
together (like animals) living in the same hole. Then, Meha, you went towards that enclo-
sure and stayed there along with those many other lions ... upto ... cillalas, (like animals)
living in the same hole.
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Then, Meha, you, thinking ‘I will scratch my body with (my) foot’, raised (or lifted)
your foot. (In the meantime) a hare being pushed aside by other stronger beasts entered
that very vacant place (left by your foot). Then, Meha, after scratching your body, when
you thought to replace your foot (on the ground), you saw that hare occupying the (same)
gap ; and through mercy for breathing things, born things, living things and animals, you
held that foot of yours in the middle (i.e. kept your foot raised in the sky), and did not place
it (on the ground).
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Then, Meha, due to that mercy for breathing things ... upto ... mercy for creatures,
you shortened and wanderings of births (and rebirths) (or empirical existance), and secured
(the action useful to be reborn) as a human being. Then, that forest-fire burnt that forest for
two and a half days and nights, and then ended, ceased, died out and got extinguished.
Then, those many lions, and ... upto ... cillalas saw that forest-conflagration had ended ...
upto ... got extinguished, became free from the terror of the fire, and being too much
overcome by thirst and hunger, came out of the enclosure, and ran (lit.spread) everywhere
and on all sides.
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Then, those many elephants ... being too much afflicted by hunger went out of that
enclosure and ran in every direction. Then, you, Meha, worn out, with your body distressed
by old age, and with your body covered with skin loose and with folds, powerless, fatigued,
hungry, thirsty, without strength, without vigour, without valour, and stiff (having remained)
in the (same) place, thought of running speedily ; and when you tried to move (or extend)
the feet, you fell down on the ground, in a heap, like the slope of the Revaya mountain
struck by lighting.
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Then, Meha, there arose, in your body, a pain burning ... upto ..., and you stayed
(there) with burning sensation created (in you). Then, Meha, you stayed there bearing that
pain ... burning ... upto ... unbearable, for three days and nights ; and after completing one
hundred years, the highest period of (your) life, (and then after death), you returned (to the
earth), in this continent of Jammbuddiva, in the Bharaha country. in the city of Rayagiha, (to
be reborn) as a child in the womb of queen Dharini of king Seniya.
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Then, you, Meha, in due course, came out of the womb, and passing the stage of
childhood attained to youth, and shaving your head in my presence, you entered into the
order of monastic life from that of the household. Now, Meha, if you, though you were born
among the lower creatures, and had not obtained the gain or benifit of the jewel (in the
form) of right faith, could hold the foot raised in the sky and did not place it (on the ground)
through the mercy for breathing things ...
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Then, child Meha, now, how is it that you born in a noble family, equipped with
faultless body and endowed with five senses, so also possessing energy (ufthana), strength,
power, manly endeavour and valour, and shaving your head in my presence and entering
into monastic order from the household one, cannot duly bear, forgive, tolerate, or suffer
the collisions with hands and ... upto ... covering with dust-particles of the (feet of) the
niggantha monks coming in and going out, during the night, in the first and the latter parts

of the night, for lessons ... upto ... for thinking over religious instructions and for passing



excretion and urine ?”’
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Then, hearing and listening to this matter from the ascetic Lord Mahavira, the motives
(or consequences) being good, resolutions being praiseworthy, the taints getting purified
and the actions that cover that being partly destroyed and partly suppressed, that monk
Meha, inquiring, deciding, penetrating and researching, gained the memory of (former)
birth, on the part of a sentient beng, and he correctly understood this matter.
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Then, that prince Meha being reminded of his former births by the ascetic Lord
Mahavira, with his disgust doubled, with his face flooded (lit.full) with tears of joy, (with his
heart dialating) due to joy, with hair rising in their root-cells like the kadamba flower beaten
by showers (or rain), saluted and paid obeisance to the ascetic Lord Mahavira, and thus
said :
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“From today onwards, Sir, the rest of my body except two eyes is offered (dedicated)
to the niggantha monks’’. Thus saying, he again saluted and paid obeisance to the ascetic
Lord Mahavira, and spoke thus : ““Now, I wish, Sir, for the second time, to be taken into the
ascetic order by yourself, to be given the shaving by yourself ... upto ... to have yourself to
teach me the right conduct and seeking of food, and the religion treating of pilgrimage (of
control) and measure’’.
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Then, the ascetic Lord Mahavira himself took prince Meha into the ascetic order ...
upto ... himself preached to him the religion treating of ... pilgrimage (of control) and
measure, (directing him -) “Thus, beloved of gods, you have to go, to stand, to enjoy (food
and drink), to speak and to show forbearance, (whenever) you rise up, towards breathing
things, born things, living things and creatures’. Then, that Meha duly accepted this, of such
sort, religious instruction of the ascetic Lord Mahavira, and he similarly walked ... upto ...
showed forbearance.



(29%) AT U & U AR AT SRATEHT STurTRauures wifirreal | ¢ o & " STUNTR
HUE 3 AT TETEATV AT0] AHTSIHISATIV THhE MG Agsars 2 1 98l8
DEIGHNGATRHE HEGHTHEHVIE ST WG {ogts | U o § §H 3 TARRISA! Fa0s
Tuifirenstt Jgaren ufsfeans R 1 afgn Sveafagr fogs |

Then, that Meha became the monk careful in walking ... - The description of the monk
is to be stated (here) - Then, that monk Meha, in the presence (or under the guidance) of
the ascetic Lord Mahavira and elderly monks of that sort, studied the eleven arigas begin-
ning with samaiya, and stayed purifying himself by many fasts lasting until the 6™, 8" 10"
and 12" meal and allowing one meal in a month of half a month. Then, (once), the ascetic
Lord Mahavira set out from the sanctuary Gunasilaya, from the city of Rayagiha, to travel
about in outer countries.
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Then, once, that monk Meha saluted and paid obeisance to the ascetic Lord Mahavira,
and spoke thus : “‘I wish, Sir, permitted by you, to abide observing a month’s Monastic
Standard”. *‘If it please you, beloved of gods, have no obstacle’, (said Mahavira). Then,
that monk Meha permitted by the ascetic Lord Mahavira stayed observing a month’s Mo-
nastic Standard. He duly with the body (i.e. with actual practice and not mentally) practised
(lit.touched), maintained, fulfilled, accomplished and proclaimed a month’s Monastic Stan-
dard, in accordance with the scripture, the rule and the way ; and after having duly, with
body, undergone, maintained, fulfilled, accomplished and announced, he again saluted and

paid obeisance to the ascetic Lord Mahavira, and thus said :
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“I wish, Sir, permitted by you, to abide observing the two month’s Monastic Stan-
dard”. ‘‘At your pleasure, beloved of gods ; have no obstacle’’, (said Mahavira) (Now) in
the same manner, as in the first, are to be described the Monastic Standards of two, three,
four, five, six and seven months, then firstly one of seven days and nights, secondly one of
seven days and nights, and thirdly one of seven days and nights, then of one day and night
and of one (day and) night.
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Then, that monk Meha, after having duly with the body practised, maintained, ful-
filled, accomplished and proclaimed the twelve Monastic Standards, again saluted and paid
obeisance to the ascetic Lord Mahavira and thus spoke : ‘I wish, Sir, permitted by you, to

abide observing the penances (or mortifications) of gunarayana-samvacchara’. ‘‘If it please
you, beloved of gods, have no obstacle”, (said Mahavira).
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(Then, that monk Meha stayed observing the mortifications of gunarayana samvacchara,
to wit-) In the first month, the monk Meha constantly mortified himself by fasts until the
fourth meal, while during the day he sat adopting the ukkuduya posture, facing the sun, and
scorching himself on the scorching ground, and during night he sat naked (avauda) in the
virdsana pose ;
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in the second month, he constantly mortified himself by fasts until the sixth meal,
while by day he sat in ukkuduya posture, facing the sun and scorching himself on the
scorching ground, and by night he sat naked in the virasana pose ; in the third month, he
constantly mortified himself by fasts until the 8" meal, while during the day he sat in the
ukkuduya posture, facing the sun, and scorching himself on the scorching ground and during
the night he sat naked in the virasana position ;
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in the fourth month, he constantly mortified himself by fasts until the tenth meal, while
by day he sat adopting the ukkuduya posture, facing the sun, and scorching himself on the
scorching ground, and during night he sat naked in the virasana pose ; in the fifth month, he
constantly mortified himself by fasts until the twelfth meal, while during the day he sat in the
ukkuduya posture, facing the sun, and scorching himself on the scorching ground, and
during night sat naked in the virasana pose ;
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- in the same manner is to be described how he constantly mortified himself in the
sixth (month) ... (fast until) the 14th (meal), in the seventh (month) ... (until) the 16™ (meal),
in the eighth (month) ... (until) the 18" (meal), in the nineth (month) ... (until) the 20"



(meal), in the tenth (month) ... (until) the 22™ (meal), in the eleventh (month) ... (until) the
24™ (meal), in the twelfth (month) ... (until) 26" (meal), in the thirteenth (month) ... (until)
the 28™ (meal), in the fourteenth (month) ... (until) 30" (meal), in the 15" (month) ... (until)
32" (meal), in the sixteenth (month) ... (until) the 34™ (meal), - while by day he sat in the
ukkuduya posture facing the sun, and scorching himself on the scorching ground, and by
night he sat naked in the virasana pose.
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Thus (lit.then) that monk Meha duly, with body, practised, maintained, fulfilled, ac-
complished and announced the mortification of gunarayana-samvacchara, in accordance
with the scripture ..., and after announcing ..., in accordance with the scripture, rule, ... he
saluted and paid obeisance to the ascetic Lord Mahavira, and he stayed purifying himself by
observing fasts until the sixth, the eighth, the tenth and the twelfth meal, or taking one meal
in one month or half a month, and by different types of mortifications.

(3¢0) AT U & HR FTURTR qU7 STV FIgeS0T AICHIT R qwifzusi swgror fdor
eriot i < NN i e T o P et
Afgarravrg fore gufiraau STe It gicen SHasiaur T8 Sfasiiau fugg wmE srfemn
firer ya yamm firer wa aite i e |

Then, that monk Meha, by that noble, abundant, splendid, persevering (or careful),
intense, happy, blissful, lucky, auspicious, lofty or severe, magnificient, exalted, and excel-
lent mortification, became withered, wizened, and fleshless ; he grew so that his bones
began to rattle ; his bones were merely covered by skin (i.e. he was reduced to a mere
frame of bones and skin) ; he was emaciated and overspread with veins. By force of spirit
alone he could walk and stand ; he became tired after speaking, while speaking, and before
speaking (lit.-when he thought-‘I will speak’).
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Just as a cart full of coals, or a cart full of wood, or of leafage, or of oil-seeds, or of
sticks of castor-oil-plant that has been put out in (or exposed to) the heat and (when) dried
up goes with a creaking, and halts with a creaking, so also the monk Meha, went with a
creaking and halted with a creaking, being piled high with penances and piled low with flesh
and blood ; and like fire covered by a heap of ashes he stayed looking to advantage
immensely with glow (tava), with lustre, and with splendour of glowing lustre.

(2¢R) AU TSV R FHU 3 WREN IR Toeem Sial geamogfod =RAm! THEuFTE



SISO FEgRul TaatTol SumHe TEfTg T SOTHe TUHST <i8T duITHe 3arTess R 1
ITETITSEd I8 SN UETT FSTHT T 7T WM a8t |

At that time, at that period, the ascetic Lord Mahavira, the maker of the first teaching,
the maker of the ford ... upto ..., wandered in due course, went from village to village,
journeying in pleasantness, and came to the city of Rayagiha and the sanctuary Gunasilaya,
and accepting proper residence stayed there, purifying himself by (self-) restraint and
penances.

(2¢3) T U T HETH UM Tl JoaiaTaiaehlGaua i s SHTE
IIHATES FSHAMCAT e FHASACAT-Td TG T8 FHU TSV qed Wil HTE wiiereany
ety | @ <1fe @1 0 3gv v 9 e gRassRTaRy Ty fog @an

Then, when the monk Meha was holding a religious vigil, during the night, at the time
of midnight, there arose in him this, of such sort, inward thought ... . ““Thus, indeed, I have
by this noble, so also ... upto ... become tired before speaking. But I have yet within me
energy, (strength for) work, power, vigour, manly force, prowes, faith, courage and disgust
(or desire of moksa) ;
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therefore, so long as I have yet within me energy, (strength for) work, power, vigour,
manly force, prowes, faith, courage and disgust, and so long as my teacher of religion, the
instructor in (or preacher of) religion, the ascetic Lord Mahavira, the conquerer, the seeker
of weal is staying (here), it will be best for me now, on the morrow, when the night will
have lightened into dawn ... upto ... burning, to salute and pay obeisance to the ascetic Lord
Mahavira to take upon myself the five great vows, to ask the forgiveness of the niggantha
monks like Goyama and others and the nuns, and with goodly (kadaihim) elders of that sort,
to climb very slowly on the viula mountain, and there myself inspecting a dias of earthen
blocks which is like a mass of clouds, and wasting myself away in starvation, and renounc-
ing food and drink, and sitting in the paovagaya position, to wait, without eagerness (or
patiently), for death”.
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Thus he pondered, and then on the morrow ... upto ... burning, he went there where

the ascetic Lord Mahavira was, thrice walked round the ascetic Lord Mahavira from right to
right, and saluted and paid obeisance, and with folded hands modestly waited before



(Mahavira), neither very near nor very far, desirous of listening to him and respecting (him).
““Meha’, said the ascetic Lord Mahavira, and thus spoke to the monk Meha
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“Verily, Meha, when you, during the night, at the time of midnight, were holding a
religious vigil, there arose in you such an inward thought ... ‘Thus, indeed, I have by this
noble’ ... upto ..., and you have come speedily here (to me). Now, Meha, is this matter true

? “Yes, it is,”” (replied Meha). “‘If it please you, beloved of gods, have no obstacle”, (said
Mahavira).
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Then, that monk Meha permitted by the ascetic Lord Mahavira became glad ... upto ...
heart, rose up quickly, thrice circumambulated the ascetic Lord Mahavira from right to
right, saluted and paid obeisance, took upon himself the five great vows, asked forgiveness
of the niggantha monks like Goyama and others and the nuns, and with goodly elders of that
type, he ascended slowly and slowly the Viula mountain ;
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there, he himself looked to get for him a dias of earthen blocks which looked like a
mass of clouds, inspected a spot for passing excretion and urine, spread a matting of
dabbha grass and sat on (lit.mounted) that matting of dabbha grass, with his face to the east,
in a cross-legged-posture ; and raising the folded hands formed by palms to his forehead he
spoke thus ; ‘“‘Homage to the saints ... upto ... (who have) obtained. Homage to the ascetic

.. upto ... desirous of securing (salvation), my teacher of religion. I who am here salute the
Lord who is there ; let the Lord who is there see me who am here’’. Saying so, he saluted
and paid obeisance, and spoke thus :
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“Already, in the presence of the ascetic Lord Mahavira, I have renounced all injury

to breathing beings, and also renounced false speech, acceptance of things not given,



sexual intercourse, possession (of articles), wrath, pride, deceit, lust, passion (or attach-
ment), hatred, strife, slander, back-biting, censure, displeasure and pleasure, guile and
wile (or deceiving others by disguising oneself), and the sting or dart of false faith ; and
again now, in his very presence, (once more), for all my life, I renounce all injury to
breathing beings, and all four kinds of food-eatables, drinks, sweets and dainties.
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And this very body which (though) agreeable, beloved, dear, ... upto ..., and which is
affected (lit.touched) by different distempers and diseases, sufferings and vexations, I will
renounce by my last breathings in and out”. Thus saying, he stayed in the paovagaya
posture, wasting himself away in starvation, and renouncing food and drink, and waited
patiently for death. Then, the reverend elderly monks rendered service to the monk Meha,
without fatigue.
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Then, that monk Meha, having, in the presence (or under the guidance of) the ascetic
Lord Mahavira and elderly monks of that type, studied the eleven arngas beginning with
samaiya, and having completed the period of monkhood for twelve full years, and having
mortified himself through a course of emaceration (continued) for one month, deprived
himself of sixty meals (remaining) entirely without food, made confession and retraction,
uprooted the dart, fell into a trance (or secured peace of mind), and came to his death in
due course.
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Then, the reverend elderly monks saw that the monk Meha came, in due course, to
his death, disposed off the body as was proper on extinction, took the religious equipment
of Meha, very slowly descended the mountain Viula, and took their way towards the
sanctuary Gunasilaya and towards the ascetic Lord Mahavira ; and they saluated and paid
obeisance to the ascetic Lord Mahavira, and spoke thus :

(2%3) Ud Gg CAOUTOT SqaTEt Ay AT TR WEYWET wre faufi | & o
TaTfequfy STEUETT THTO MRHTET, quur e R @k oefe afg fauys veaw whind 2
3EGS 3 1 HIHY HEHUEETE (EHEe disoes } T WadHiSATsray, STUYeaul Hey
| TH O ATl | e SO SRIRYET |



“Thus, indeed, your disciple (lit.disciple of the beloved of gods), the monk named
Meha was by nature good ... upto ... disciplined. He who was permitted by you (lit.beloved
of gods) asked forgiveness of the niggantha monks like Goyama and others (and the nuns),
ascended with us slowly and slowly the Viula mountain, himself looked to get for him a dias
of earthen blocks which was like a mass of clouds, renounced food and drink, and in due

course came to his death. Here, is this, beloved of gods, the religious equipment of that
monk Meha”.”
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*“Sir”’, said the reverend Goyama, saluted and paid obeisance to the ascetic Lord
Mahavira, and thus spoke : ‘““Thus, indeed, was the monk named Meha, the disciple of
yours (lit.of the beloved of gods). Now, Sir, after his death, at the destined time of death,
where has that monk Meha gone and where has he been born ?”’
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““Goyama’’, said the ascetic Lord Mahavira, and thus addressed the reverend Goyama
: ““Truly, thus, Goyama, my disciple, the monk named Meha was by nature good ... upto ...
disciplined. He studied under the guidance of elderly monks of that sort the elevan arigas
beginning with samaiya, practised with his body ... upto ..., and announced the twelve
Monastic Standards and the mortifications of the gunarayana-samvacchara ;
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(then) he when permitted by me asked the forgiveness of the elders like Goyama and

others, ascended with (elderly monks of) that sort the mount Viula ; (there) he spread the
matting of dabbha grass, and seated on that matting of dabbha grass he himself uttered the
five great vows ;
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and after completing the period of monkhood for twelve years, he mortified himself
by a course of emaceration for one month, cut off sixty meals remaining completely without
food, made confession and retraction, uprooted the dart, entered into trance, and after
being dead at the destined time of death he has been (re-) born as a god in the vijaya



mahavimana, many yojanas above the moon, the sun, the groups of planets, the constella-
tions and stars, soring very high away many hundreds and thousands and lacs (lit.hundred-
thousands) and crores and crores ino crorer yojanas, and passing beyond (the heavens viz.-
) sohamma, isana, sanarikumara, mahinda, bambha, lantaga, mahasukka, sahassara, anaya,
panaya, arana and accuya, and three hundred and eighteen habitations or palaces of the
gevejja (heavens).

(3%¢) T U STCRTSATVT AT it AFIIaHTS 38 waran | acd o Ay o qaed
I RIS {38 v |

There, it is declared that some gods dwell for 33 sagarovamas, and there it is declared
that the god Meha will reside for 33 sagarovamas’.
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“Now, Sir, at the end of his life, of his birth (as the god) and of his stay (in the
heaven), where will this god Meha go from that heavenly region and where will he be
reborn 77, (asked Goyama). ‘‘Goyama, he (i.e. god Meha) will become beatified, enlight-
ened, released, extinguished, and will reach an end of all his miseries, in the mahavideha
country”’, (replied Mahavira).
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“Verily, thus, is, Jambu, the (subject -) matter of the first chapter preached by the

ascetic ... upto ... (who has) obtained (salvation) for reproaching on the part of the teacher’,
(concluded Suhamma).
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