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Maulana Wahiduddin Khan

ccording to the Islamic tradition,

Athere are two festivals observed

y Muslims every year - Eid al-

Fitr just after Ramadan and Eid al-Azha
in the month of Hajj.

Eid al-Fitr literally means ‘festival of
breaking the fast’ Like other festivals, Eid
al-Fitr is a symbol of an important article
of faith. It reminds one of an Islamic be-
lief in the form of social practice.

Muslims believe that human life is
divided into two parts: the pre-death pe-
riod and the post-death period. One who
follows divine commandments in the
pre-death period will be rewarded in the
post-death period.

Just before Eid al-Fitr, Muslims keep
a fast throughout the whole month of
Ramadan. Fasting symbolises life in the
present world in which Muslims follow
God’s commandments. Eid al-Fitr de-
notes the reward that will be given by
God Almighty in the Hereafter in return
for our good deeds.

Fasting in the month of Ramadan is

EID THAT BRINGS
PEOPLE TOGETHER

not simply giving up food. In fact, it sym-
bolizes abstention from all kind of prac-
tices that are unlawful in Islam.

The Arabic word for roza is ‘sawm’
which means abstinence. Abstaining
from food and water in the daytime dur-
ing Ramadan reminds Muslims that they
have to lead their lives with a sense of re-
sponsibility. They have to remind them-
selves that, in present world, they have to
adopt a life of abstinence, taking some-
thing and leaving something. This is the
true spirit of Ramadan.

Then comes the festival of Eid al-Fitr,
a symbolic reminder of the fact that one
who leads a responsible life in this world
will be rewarded with a life of happiness
in eternal Paradise.

FEid al-Fitr also has a social connota-
tion. On this day Muslims go out of their
homes, offer a congregational prayer,
meet their neighbours, exchange good
wishes with other people and eat and
drink without any restriction. All these
activities are reminders of life in Paradise.

Eid al-Fitr may be a Muslim festival,
but Muslims, like other communities,
live in a society, in a neighbourhood. This
makes Eid al-Fitr automatically a social
festival. Therefore, Muslims meet not
only with their religious brothers, but
also with neighbours of other denomina-
tions and with their colleagues at work or

in business.

It is this social aspect of Eid al-Fitr
that has led to the practice of Eid Milan.
Muslims observe Eid Milan by inviting
their neighbours and others to spend
some time with them. In this sense Eid
al-Fitr promotes social harmony.

Like other festivals, Eid al-Fitr cannot
be observed in isolation. It is but natural
that the festival begins as a Muslim tradi-
tion but, in practice, it turns into a social
festival. When Muslims visit shopping
centres during the pre-Eid al-Fitr pe-
riod to purchase things for Eid, they are
bound to meet their fellow brethren.
Then when they leave their homes to go
to mosques, they again meet other mem-
bers of society. Thus, every activity of Eid
al-Fitr automatically turns into a social
activity. In this sense the observation
turns into a human festival rather than a
Muslim festival, sometimes directly and
sometimes indirectly.

Eid al-Fitr has a form, but at the same
time there is a spirit inherent in all the
festivity. In terms of form it may seem to
be a limited festival, but in terms of spirit
it is a universal festival. If Eid al-Fitr is
observed in its true spirit it will energise
the whole community, bringing people
together in harmony and gratitude.

Eid al-Fitr therefore truly means Eid
al-Insaan or a festival of humankind. @

APPROPRIATE COUNSEL FOR
PATH OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

Radha Prathi

have often noticed that people have a

lot of issues in voicing their opinions
during a discussion.

While some of them want to butt
in with their views every now and then,
there are others who bide their time and
then there are yet others who prefer to
remain the poster on the wall.

The nature of the discussion could be
formal or otherwise but the outlook of
the majority is generally taken into con-

l f one has been observant, one must
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sideration.

The arguments and solutions, if any,
which follow such debates, may or may
not be in the best interests of all con-
cerned.

At such times, one is generally
thrown into a quandary for want of ap-
propriate counsel.

The finer points of the case which
involve human values, ethos, time, place
and circumstances are often overlooked
in favour of what appeals to the masses in
the light of justice.

Analysing a given situation and arriv-
ing at a suitable decision can be a chal-

lenging task.

If the matter involves intricacies of
dharma which seems to defy plain logic
at the outset then it can be excruciatingly
difficult to arrive at a palpable conclu-
sion.

It often takes a great mind and a
kinder heart for a person to chart out a
course of action that will not swerve from
the path of righteousness.

An instance from the Mahabharata
highlights the importance of cool and
calculated thinking which explores every
option before taking the extreme step.

When the Pandavas completed their



Sri Sri Ravishankar

anmashtami celebrates the birth of
Krishna. He is not a vyakti or person
but shakti or energy. Krishna was
oornakalaavataran, a complete incarna-
tion. The purpose of celebration is to real-
ise that Krishna is in me. In the Bhagwad
Gita, Krishna says, “One who sees every-
one in Me and sees Me in everyone, for
such a person, I shall never remain hid-
den and he shall never be far from me.”
Krishna’s life has all the nine rasas or
flavours. For instance, he was naughty
like a child, a warrior, joy personified and
a source of knowledge. He was a perfect
friend and guru. His birth on ashtami
signifies his mastery of both spiritual and
material worlds. He is a great teacher and
spiritual inspiration as well as the con-
summate politician. On the one hand,
he is Yogeshwara, the Lord of Yogas
while on the other, he is a mischievous
thief. His behaviour is a perfect balance
of extremes — perhaps this is why his
personality is so difficult to fathom. The

AWAKEN ‘KRISHNA’

avdhoot is oblivious to the world outside
and a materialistic person, a politician or
a king is oblivious to the spiritual world.
But Krishna is both Dwarkadheesh and
Yogeshwar.

To understand Krishna, simply be-
come Radha, Arjuna or Uddhava. Three
kinds of people seek refuge in God -- the
lover, the miserable and the wise. Uddha-
va was wise, Arjuna was miserable and
Radha was love personified. Krishna’s
teachings are most relevant to our times
as they neither let you get lost in mate-
rial pursuits nor make you completely
withdrawn. They rekindle your life, from
being a burnt-out and stressed personal-
ity to a more centred and dynamic one.
Krishna teaches us devotion with skill.
To celebrate Gokulashtami is to imbibe
extremely opposite yet compatible quali-
ties and manifest them in your own life.

Krishna tells Arjuna, "You are very
dear to me" and says he must surrender.
Surrender begins with an assumption.
You assume you are the most beloved
of the Divine, and then surrender hap-
pens. Surrender is not an action; it is an
assumption. Non-surrender is ignorance,
an illusion. Surrender has to begin as an
assumption and then it reveals itself as
a reality. Finally, it reveals itself as an il-

period of exile and a year in incognito,
they discussed their future plans in the
court of Virata with the finest of men
who were on their side.

Though declaring war against the
Kauravas was articulated by the majority,
Krishna brushed it aside.

Instead, he suggested trying out
peace talks with the enemy camp, de-
spite knowing the vindictive nature of
the Kauravas which would trigger off the
impending war.

Most of the warriors on the side of
the Pandavas were deeply disappointed
with Krishna’s suggestion, but deep in-
side they knew that his decision must be
justified and they carried out his plan.
This episode can serve as a guide when
we are faced with testing times.

We can certainly do well, to analyse
a matter threadbare, weigh its pros and

INYOUR CONSCIOUSNESS

lusion. An illusion, because there are no
two aspects, no duality. There is no inde-
pendent existence of anyone. An individ-
ual has no independent existence.

So, in the Gita, Krishna says, "He is
dear to Me who neither goes on thanking
people nor hates anyone.” Thanking and
feeling obliged indicates that you believe
in someone else's existence rather than
in the Divine who is ruling everything.
When you feel obliged, then you are not
honouring the principles of karma or the
divine plan. Appreciate people for what
they are; do not thank them for what
they do. Otherwise your thankfulness is
centered around the ego. You are grate-
ful, but not for an act. You are grateful for
what is.

Hence the most authentic way of cel-
ebrating Janamashtami is to know that
you have to play a dual role — of being
a responsible human being and at the
same time to realise that you are above
all events, the untouched Brahmn. Im-
bibing a bit of avadhoot and a bit of ac-
tivism in your life is the real significance
of celebrating Janmashtami. Awaken the
Krishna in your consciousness — “Krish-
na is not far from me, not separate from
me, he is within me*- this feeling will fill
your life with Krishna. @

cons and approach it with a win-win
theme before taking the extreme step.

Then, one can be guilt-free, stay clear
of blame games and expect the contin-
ued support of one’s team that can see us
through any situation.

AFG YA aRATR | ZETT 2013
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SHREE AADINATH
TRADING COMPANY

BLACK DIAMOND
MOVERS

HIGHLIGHTS

+ Leading Coal Handling Agents
and Coordinators since 45 years.
o Complete Coal Solutions under
one Roof.

+ Handling bulk Coal
requirements of Power Plants,

Iron and Steel Plants and Paper
Mills from the various
subsidiaries of Coal India Ltd.

¢ Expertise in Coal Linkage from

Ministry of Coal and Coal India
Ltd.

¢ Expertise in Rake
Loading/Unloading and
Liasioning.

( R P CONTACT DETAILS
Black Diamond Movers
Flat 3A, Block 11,
Space Town Housing Society,

V.I.P. Road, Raghunathpur,

Branches: Assam, Madhya Pradesh Kolkata- 700052
Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh Contact Person:
Uttarakhand. West Benqal Amit Jain- +91 9412702749

Jhar,khan d 9 Ankit Jain- +91 9830773397

blackdiamondmovers@gmail.com
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Indian
Charity & Welfare Exchange

The mission of ICWE in to achieve Global Excellence in philanthropic sernvices and
to dedicate ourselves for worldwide Donor-Donee Exchange, keeping in the view
the needs and inlerests of the society.

ICWE is committed to :-

4 The society by making a susiasinable difference in the life of the less privileged
children, women, aged, disabled and of those who are living in poverty &
injustice.

Work as an Exchange between Donor and Donee to facilitate their objective
and to sopport them identifying the potential donor or donee and the
opportunities that each side offers tothe other side.

Provide philanthropic advisory services to donors and NGOs to help them in
their aims & objects and to parform their work praperly so that they can achiave
theirultimate goal to serve the under privileged sections of the socisty,

Maintaln a wordwide accessible data bank of NGOs, Donors and Donees to
make this field morecollabarative,

Advisory Services :

ICWE with its highly qualified and focused team of professicnals
provides specialized and valuable advisory serviges o NGOS, Trusts,
Corparate and other philanthropic erganizationsn fallowing area:

+< Legal
Financial
< Management
< Project
= FundRaising
« EventManagement
ICWE Care for All =

ICWE Is committed to serving various social causes. |t lRunched various
program for undemprivileged sections of the society. Main areas ane:

-~ Children
Women
Aged People
Dizsabled
Education
HIV

Register with us :

Donor: ICWE provides a giobal platform to Donors o identify a cause that is approprate for their support.
Done: ICWE provides finencial assistance to Indlvidual and Institutions. It also provide a platform to
searching and approaching potential donors for Iheair calse.

Pleasa reqister on wabsite and explore the world of philanthropy.

Indian Charity & Welfare Exchange
A-56/AFirst Floor, Lajpat Nagar-ll

New Delhi-110024, India

Phone: +#91-11-41720778

Fax: +81-11-20847741

www. indiancharityexchange.com
info@indiancharityexchange.com
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