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PHILOSOPHY HE

MAYA AND ITS EFFECTS

Mirle Kartik

he power behind all creation is
explained in the non-dualistic
system (advaitic) system of Indi-
an philosophy in terms of the concept of
‘Maya’. Adi Shankaracharya explains this
clearly in his treatise “Vivekachudamani’
Shankara calls this Maya as the power
of the creator, indescribable, unimagina-
ble and wonderful in its power, sweep
and magnificence. It cannot be said that
it does not exist, nor can it be said that it
does exist.

This power has no visible form.
Hence it cannot be seen or understood
directly. It has to be inferred from its ef-
fects. Space cannot be seen. When sound
waves pass through space, it is to be un-
derstood that they are passing through
the medium of space. Similarly, seeing
the creation around us, it is to be inferred
that there exists an entity, superior both
in power and intelligence that manifests
itself as visible creation.

For those who subscribe to this con-
cept, which is in accord with thoughts

expounded in the Vedas, this is a cardinal
truth. It is this power that is responsible
for the causal body of man and which is
made up of three distinct qualities that go
to make up his personality.

The first of these three qualities is
called Rajas. It is responsible for traits
like desire, anger, avarice, pride, jealousy,
egoism, envy, niggardliness etc. Other
undesirable qualities like intolerance of
others’ prosperity, ostentatious display of
one’s qualities, arrogance of one’s supe-
rior social standing etc are also included.
A person so afflicted will always be en-
gaged in doing something to further his
interests, leaving him with no time for
contemplation and practice of higher val-
ues of life.

Next is the quality called Tamas. It is
the concealing or veiling power of Maya
that makes a thing to appear differently
from what it really is. Thus men get de-
ceived that worldly sense pleasures are
permanent, forgetting that it is only the
substratum, the power of the creator that
is everlasting. As Shankara says, such is
the misleading power of this Tamas that

no matter how learned and wise a man
may be, no matter he may be endowed
with the most subtle and superior intel-
lect, he is still deluded and commits the
same mistakes as other ordinary men,
such as lust, negligence, apathy, slothful-
ness etc. It is like a man with perfect eye-
sight in a completely dark room.

Third is the quality of Sattva. The
good, pure and divine qualities. Like
clear, unturbid water that reflects the sky
above, this Sattva reflects the innermost
core of man, the divine entity that ex-
ists within. It is characterized by humil-
ity, modesty, non-violence, patience,
uprightness, steadfastness, self- control,
equanimity in the face of adversities, un-
flinching devotion, dedication of all ac-
tivities to the Lord with no expectations
and contentment. As the Kathopanishad
says, mere intelligence and learning are
of no use for spiritual advancement.
Only cultivating such desirable qualities
through sustained efforts will yield re-
sults by gradually nullifying the first two
qualities. ®

SELF-DRIVEN LEADERSHIP LESSONS

Anant G Nadkarni

ecent studies in psycho-analytical work on leadership

throw new light on our understanding of authority and

ower. On the one hand it reveals that people have a nat-

ural urge to find meaning and purpose for their lives. They are
more self-driven, proactive and volunteer to take initiatives to
help themselves, their families, neighbourhoods, communities
and organisations to attain their goal. In these circumstances
leadership is largely about facilitating the motivation in people,
while systems and norms function more as ‘enablers’ Further,
people prefer to ‘think’ for themselves, they like to contribute
with deep involvement which is so precious to sustain and im-

prove performance.

On the other hand -- while almost everyone agrees more
or less with a motivation-based culture -- our everyday reality
reflects something quite the opposite. Why are we looking for
tighter norms, regulation, reforms of one kind or other? When
public behaviour and discipline - as a culture — are on the de-
cline, why do we stress increasingly on stronger, centralised con-
trol, hoping to bring order even if it means running the risk of

G IR afRAR | Tt 2014




CONTROL OF THE TONGUE §

Bernard Moras

aint James, in his short letter, men-
tions that someone who can con-
trol his tongue is a perfect person.

He says even a big ship is controlled
by the rudder to move this way or that; a
wild horse tamed is also controlled by the
bit that is put in its mouth. In the same
way our lives are often controlled by judi-
cious use of the tongue.

With the tongue, we praise God but
with the same tongue we also destroy the
reputation of our neighbour and make
his life miserable. It also happens that
some individuals even commit suicide
because they cannot anymore bear the
taunts of others. Of course, we could
console ourselves by saying we are only
criticising justly and for the good of the
person concerned.

It could be so, but at the same time, I
teel that one should weigh well the use-
fulness, or otherwise the uselessness of
one’s intervention by harsh words, which
could wound or aggravate the already

With the tongue, we praise God but with the same tongue we also
destroy the reputation of our neighbour and make his life miserable.

sore wound and fail to heal easily.

In this case, when we discover the
practically certain uselessness of it,
would it not be more prudent to keep
quiet and let time take its course and the
person may be changed for the better? It
is also true that we have greater chance of
getting our words accepted when it is not
clothed in harshness but appeal to the
good sense of the people concerned.

This is indeed the Gandhian tech-
nique and Gandhian belief that there is a
good side in every human being and the
appeal is made precisely to this good side.

Further, it should be noted that one
should not react when either one or the
other is angry for some reason or other
be it justified or unjustified.

It is better to wait when tempers have
cooled and we are in a better frame of
mind. Then what we want could have the
good effect we so earnestly desire.

The Psalmist in Psalm 39 verse 1-3
says: “I said, T will guard my ways that

I may not sin with my tongue; I will bri-
dle my mouth, so long as the wicked are
in my presence. I was dumb and silent,
I held my peace to no avail; my distress
grew worse, my heart became hot within
me. As I mused, the fire burned...”

So, we see how hard it is to keep silent
on such occasions but it is much better
than to say words that may hurt.

Allow God to bring about justice in
his own time. It is also possible, after the
occasion has gone by and tempers are a
little more even, to introduce the topic
once again and find the right answer in
quiet dialogue.

Of course, we all need patience.
Should we not try to imitate the great
patience of God with us humans? He
does not destroy the wicked or sinners
immediately; there is time and God waits
in patience for the person to be changed,
perhaps by other circumstances or situ-
ations, even unconnected with what is
bothering. ®

it resulting in excessive power and authority? While this is how
we have been largely governed for a long time, the oppression of
creativity, innovation, initiative continues especially when these
qualities are so crucial to our times.

Much of this new knowledge propounded by Robert Aziz
and other psycho-analytical scholars suggests that we have lost
the practice of thinking for ourselves. We tend to shirk respon-
sibility; life has become mechanical and there is little time for
pursuing one’s ‘search for meaning’, We are prepared to spend
so much time to earn our income, but where is the opportunity
to find a purpose or focus on really enjoying the pleasures of
earning? This is also reflected at a higher level in organisations,
whether it is thinking beyond business or finding a ‘purpose of
profit.

For some reason one tends to lose the natural urge to search
for meaning, temporarily, or because a level of personal or
professional incompetence has set in. Once this natural gift is
blocked, one gradually loses zest for life, the enthusiasm to take
on initiatives and be constantly self-driven.Then what happens?
Typically people tend to stop generating their own direction
and feel safer and more comfortable to receive instructions.
Thus in families, institutions and workplaces it is safer that the
‘other’ is always the better one to think, decide or act. Thus a
chain of authority and power structures are created. And, we be-
lieve that these ‘structures’ need reform and change all the time
to give us a better life.

Adam Kahane in ‘Power and Love’ shows why some people

or communities manage to solve really tough problems while
others struggle or even fail to do so. Adam argues that when a
critical mass of people give up their intrinsic ‘power’ to a few,
this immensely enhances the danger of aggressive and violent
misuse of a pseudo power bestowed on the few— and at a certain
point no ‘reforms’ or ‘transformation’ can really work.

Yet, there is always immense hope around us. Several en-
lightened and self-driven leaders, self-governed communities,
initiative-enabled organisations or just enthusiastic members in
families maintain a culture of encouraging each other in a big
way. Therefore, the hope lies not in pursuing ‘reform’ so much
as in the enlightened recognition and influence of the vision
of leaders like Ratan Tata who's life and message resonates, in
a nutshell, in the maxim that one should always take the lead,
never follow. ®
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BLACK DIAMOND
MOVERS

HIGHLIGHTS

+ Leading Coal Handling Agents
and Coordinators since 45 years.
o Complete Coal Solutions under
one Roof.

+ Handling bulk Coal
requirements of Power Plants,

Iron and Steel Plants and Paper
Mills from the various
subsidiaries of Coal India Ltd.

¢ Expertise in Coal Linkage from

Ministry of Coal and Coal India
Ltd.

¢ Expertise in Rake
Loading/Unloading and
Liasioning.

( R P CONTACT DETAILS
Black Diamond Movers
Flat 3A, Block 11,
Space Town Housing Society,

V.I.P. Road, Raghunathpur,

Branches: Assam, Madhya Pradesh Kolkata- 700052
Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh Contact Person:
Uttarakhand, West Bengal Amit Jain- +91 9412702749

Jharkhand Ankit Jain- +91 9830773397

blackdiamondmovers@gmail.com
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Indian
Charity & Welfare Exchange

The mission of ICWE in to achieve Global Excellence in philanthropic sernvices and

to dedicate ourselves for worldwide Donor-Donee Exchange, keeping in the view
the needs and inlerests of the society.

ICWE is committed to :-

4 The society by making a susiasinable difference in the life of the less privileged
children, women, aged, disabled and of those who are living in poverty &
injustice.

Work as an Exchange between Donor and Donee to facilitate their objective

and to sopport them identifying the potential donor or donee and the
opportunities that each side offers tothe other side.

Provide philanthropic advisory services to donors and NGOs to help them in
their aims & objects and to parform their work praperly so that they can achiave
theirultimate goal to serve the under privileged sections of the socisty,

Maintain a worldwide accessible data bank of NGOs, Donors and Donees to
make this field morecollabarative,

Advisory Services :

ICWE with its highly gualified and focused team of professionais
provides speclalized and valuable advisory services tuﬂﬁ@!:—‘nuﬁs.
Corparate and other philanthropic erganizationsn fallowing area:

+< Legal

= Financial .'fﬁ
<= Management

< Project

= FundRaising

< EventManagement

ICWE Care for All =
|CWE is committed to sarving various soclal causes. |t launched various
program for underpriviieged seclions of the society. Main areas are:

« Children
Women
Aged Peopha
Dizsabled
Education
HIV

Register with us :
Donor: ICWE provides a giobal platform to Donors o identify a cause that is approprate for their support.

Done: ICWE provides finencial assistance to Indlvidual and Institutions. It also provide a platform to
searching and approaching potential donars for their cause,

Pleasa reqister on wabsite and explore the world of philanthropy.

Indian Charity & Welfare Exchange
A-56/AFirst Floor, Lajpat Nagar-ll

MNew Delhi-110024, India

Phone: +91-11-41720778

Fax: +91-11-29847741

www. indiancharityexchange.com
info@indiancharityexchange.com
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